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LOURDES, FATIMA, AND POINTS IN BETWEEN
From September 11 through 21, I was privileged to lead a pilgrimage to Lourdes
and Fatima, as well as points in between. There were ten of us pilgrims who
traveled to France, Spain, and Portugal. The pilgrimage was a great joy, especially
since this year is the 100th anniversary of Our Lady’s appearance to the three
shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal. Our first stop was Lourdes, France, where
Our Blessed Mother appeared to Bernadette Soubirous, who was fourteen years
old at the time. The year was 1858. Lourdes is a major pilgrimage site for those
who are sick and infirm, and seek the help of Our Lady of Lourdes. Our Blessed
Mother revealed herself to St. Bernadette as the “Immaculate Conception,” just
four years after Pope Pius IX declared the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. While at Lourdes,
the pilgrims and I availed ourselves of the sacrament of Reconciliation and adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. We bathed in the waters of Lourdes and prayed the Way of the Cross (with life-sized stations).
We took part in two very moving nighttime candlelit processions with the statue of Our Lady. Hundreds
participated. We were able to join a group of pilgrims from Ireland for Mass at the Grotto of Massabielle,
where Mary appeared to St. Bernadette. While at Lourdes, I dedicated the Diocese of New Ulm to the care
and protection of Our Lady of Lourdes. From Lourdes, we proceeded to Loyola in Spain and the Basilica of
Loyola located there. I celebrated Mass in the castle house where St. Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits,
lived and had a conversion of heart from worldly ways to Jesus. We prayed there for Pope Francis, who is
a Jesuit himself. While in Spain, we visited Burgos and Madrid, touring the Cathedral of St. Mary in Burgos
and the Escorial in Madrid. In Burgos, we saw portions of the Camino de Santiago, known as the Way of St.
James. There we saw hikers who were making their pilgrimage to the famous shrine of Santiago de
Compostela in northwest Spain. While in the area, we visited the Benedictine Monastery of Santo Domingo
de Silos. We prayed Evening Prayer with the monks, who sang the office using Gregorian Chant. Several
years ago, these monks recorded a CD of hymns and the Liturgy of the Hours sung in Gregorian Chant that
reached number one on the music charts. While in Madrid, we ate dinner at a dinner theater. There we
enjoyed a Flamenco dance performance. Then, we were off to Toledo and to experience its old-world
charm. From Toledo and before entering Portugal, we stopped at the Convent of the Annunciation, founded
by St. Teresa of Avila. It was there that she died. While at the convent, we venerated relics of St. Teresa. The
next stop was Fatima, Portugal. Fatima is much simpler than Lourdes, although beautiful in its simplicity.
Again, we opened ourselves to the many spiritual blessings of Fatima on its 100th anniversary: Two candlelit
processions, the Way of the Cross, confession, Eucharistic adoration, and Mass at the Chapel of Apparitions.
In the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary are the tombs of the three shepherd children to whom Mary
appeared and spoke. We prayed at their tombs. Two of the children were recently declared saints by Pope
Francis: St. Jacinta and St. Francisco. The third seer, Sr. Lucy, died recently in 2005. While at Fatima, I once
again dedicated the Diocese of New Ulm to the care and protection of Our Lady. We finished our pilgrimage
by visiting the shrine at Santarem, wherein is the thirteenth century Miracle of the Eucharist. We were able
to adore the consecrated host from which blood had flowed. After touring the sites in Lisbon, we made our
way to the airport to leave for home. All in all, the pilgrimage was a very special moment of grace for us all.
The Most Reverend John M. LeVoir

Bishop of New Ulm
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From the desk of the President
Dear Sisters in Christ,
It is truly amazing what women can do when they put their minds together and work
for a common purpose. Saturday November 4th sixty some women experienced a day of
enrichment! This day began with a want to support, empower, and educate all Catholic
women in spirituality, leadership, and service in the Diocese of New Ulm. What started
with a single thought grew into a day of sharing and fellowship. This day included all
the elements stated in the NCCW mission statement and it took all levels of our Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women to make this day such a wonderful experience. Thank you
to all!
Our next opportunity to support, empower, and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership, and service
will be at our Region Spring Gatherings scheduled in March and first week of April. The Region Boards, with the
help of a local parish will be planning a special event for each Region to be enriched by attending Mass, listening to
a speaker and sharing a meal.
The NCCW mission statement will also be the focus of how we prepare for our upcoming NUDCCW Convention
Saturday April 28, 2018 at St Catherine’s in Redwood Falls. Our theme comes from John 14:12, “Believe in me and
do my works.” Our parish, region and diocesan councils certainly understand the need to do the works asked for in
this passage. The women of St. Catherine’s have already begun planning and organizing to prepare for the many
tasks needed to host such an event, so let’s do our part by attending and bringing friends along to share the
experience.
Ronda Mathiowetz
NUDCCW President

From the Editor
We all lead busy lives. It doesn’t make any difference if you are a housewife trying to take care of your family, a
housewife working outside the home along with keeping up with your family or a retired person who is constantly
being asked to help with volunteer activities. Noone has any more time than anyone else but what we all need to do
is stop during our busyness periodically and take time to reflect on why we do what we do. Is it because you feel
guilty or feel obligated or is it because it truly is an act of mercy on your part? One of God’s great commandments
challenges us to “Love our neighbor as ourself”. I ask all of you to read our Spiritual Advisor’s message on what
he sees as the VISION OF CCW. I do believe his message is centered on love. Joy can be found in the busyness of our
lives if we are doing out of love for God and all that He has created. We need to be His instruments here on earth.
Again, please read this newsletter, if possible put into practice some of the ideas given by our board members. If any
of you have any questions, please feel free to contact me and I will try to get an answer for you if possible.
I hope and pray all of our parish CCW’s are continuing to work out of love, care and concern for others, the good of
our parishes and most of all, the desire to carry out God’s work.

Editor:

Donna Sanders
115 Northwood Drive
Cottonwood, MN 56229
(507) 423-5140
donnamaesanders@gmail.com

Design: Lisa Caron
18948 Nature Lane
Eden Prairie, MN 55346
lisamaec@gmail.com
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Spiritual Advisor’s Message
A Vision for our Parish Council of Catholic Women Groups
On Saturday Nov. 4. 2017 the NUDCCW (New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women) leadership offered
a day of enrichment for the women in our parishes. It was a powerful day filled with prayer, inspiration and
information. I was enriched as I am sure, judging from the comments of the women in attendance, were as
well. It was a good day and well worth the sacrifices that were made to participate.
In the homily during the Mass, I attempted to offer a vision for the Councils of Catholic Women in the
parishes of our diocese. The necessity of a vision that guides us is so vitally important. “Without a vision the
people perish” (Prov. 29:18)
As we all know so very well, we live in very challenging times and it doesn’t seem to be getting a whole lot better very quickly. Matthew Kelly,
author and speaker with whom many of us are familiar says for instance that 80% of our youth that are confirmed leave the Church. Some
have put the percentage higher. Parents are distressed at their children leaving the Church. CCW groups are concerned about the lack of
response to our programs and to our meetings to name several things. Several books have been written recently that have attempted to help
us in our search for a way to respond to the situation in which we find ourselves. The board has utilized Sherry Weddell’s “Forming
intentional disciples of Jesus Christ’ and more recently I have been reading, “The Benedict Option” by Rod Dreher. They both have much
to offer to the above discussion and I recommend them highly.
CCW can be a powerful force for good in the Church and thus also in our society. Women by nature are nurturers and caring people. They
care deeply about their husbands, children and other members in society. Therefore women are poised in a unique way to help respond to
the situation before all of us very much in a manner like St. Therese of the Little Flower helping us discover what she discovered, that at the
heart of the Church is love. The most important person in the Church is the member who has discovered love and how to love. Our CCW
groups have the noble task of teaching our parishes what it means to be parish and church in the modern world and thus lead us into the
new evangelization and preserve the tradition of the Church.
Our Councils of Catholic Women somehow must find the means to help us all discover that deepest reality about the Church. It is to be a
community (institution) of faith, hope and love.
Our Councils of Catholic Women need to be communities of women who pray. One cannot be a Christian without prayer no more than one
can offer authentic worship to God outside the Eucharist. Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered there I am in the midst.” Jesus lives
in His community of disciples. And discipleship begins with prayer, alone but primarily in community. Time spent in prayer is the best time
we spend. Prayers such as the Mass, Adoration, Liturgy of the Hours, devotional prayers such as the Rosary, Stations of the Cross and Lectio
Divina are vitally important in our councils. Prayer connects us to Jesus, therefore keeping us united to the vine and realizing that unless we
are part of the vine we can do nothing. (Jn 15:5) So prayer is essential in our lives and in our Councils. CCW should model for the parish how
to pray and in that way become a leaven for holiness to take root in our parishes.
There are so many hurting women and men in our society and in our parishes, communities and the world. There are so many people in need.
CCW needs to be committed to helping them in whatever manner we can. CCW has always been known for its service projects both in the
parish and beyond indeed to the ends of the earth from making food for a new mother to raising funds for a dormitory in Africa or digging a
well for fresh water or building a house in Guatemala. Service is essential to Christianity. Authentic discipleship fulfills Jesus’ command to
love one’s neighbor as oneself. CCW must try to help women and model to all of us how to get out of own ego and skin. This is so vitally
important. Our councils need to glow with kindness and concern for each other. In this manner we support one another in a world that is
so often too busy to truly encounter one another or walk with each another. We need to utilize the programs of CCW especially in regard to
domestic violence and working to overcome the pandemic of pornography. CCW can model to the parish how to be a caring community that
is always reaching out in service to heal a broken world. In this manner CCW puts flesh on Jesus’ command to, “love one another.”
Prayer and service is fed by reflection and study. We need to be fed from the outside, particularly the lived community of disciples of Jesus
as they walked the path of discipleship in our past, the saints. Our Church has a long history. The more we delve into it the more we will be
fed and realize our role in that life. We can learn so much from its history. We need to study the Sacred Scripture as well. The better we
understand God’s Word the better we can live it. Sacred Scripture needs to form the foundation of our prayer life.
Is this mere-high-pie-in-the-sky stuff or can this happen? “Without a vision we will perish.” (Proverbs 29:18) We may not be able to
accomplish this tomorrow or even next year, but we can begin and begin we must. There is too much at risk not to start immediately. We
are about engaging in combat. For us to engage in this battle we need to be equipped. If we truly pray, study and serve we will be armored
with the weapons we need to fight the battle we are called to fight today. This combat requires us to be armored with the armor of God’s grace
and love.
When Pope Benedict was installed as pastor of the Universal Church in April of 2005 he said that the Church is forever young. CCW has a
vital role to play in the parishes in our diocese. Let us not lose heart and always realize that we are about the most important work
in the world. We are called to make Christ present and bring people to Christ. May we never tire in doing good. (1 Thess. 3:13) May
we strengthen our prayer, our study and our service and thus fulfill what God calls us to do. We have an extremely important
mission and Gods’ grace is never lacking. Do let us do it with joy.
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Msgr. Eugene L. Lozinski
NUDCCW Spiritual Advisor

SPIRITUALITY
Commission
By Marianne Schotzko

I had the opportunity to attend the NCCW (National Council of Catholic Women) Convention in Dallas, TX
this past year. This was only the second National Convention that I attended. I wish every one of you could
experience the excitement of the faith filled women that were in attendance. The speakers were awesome
& inspiring, the workshops were well organized and informational and the liturgies were prayerful. There
was time for shopping at the religious vendor booths and visiting with women from around the nation. I am
going to try to relate the high points of the four days. This is a daunting task, but I want to share some of the
high points that are still in my mind.

 Each of us has equal dignity as we are made in the likeness of God. Men and women are equal, and

if they work together, they are complementary to each other. We are fulfilled when we are giving,
but we have to be willing to love. 1 in 3 millenniums are non-believers or are not connected to a
denomination. The church teaching on marriage is a man and a woman. JOY is not happiness or
thrills, but the intersection of faith, hope and love.

 The NCCW has produced a Retreat on Mercy Book that can be used in our parishes. We should also

pray the Angelus, pray for our Spiritual Advisors and get information off the USCCB (United States
Council of Catholic Bishops) website. The Vocation Purse Club raised $21,000 for Religious vocations
so 8 women could join because their bills for education were paid. God is still creating some amazing
young people. Vocations are up; this year there were 27 candidates. The average age of answering
a religious vocation is 30 for men and 32 for women. After studying Papal documents: If there is one
flaw in women – it is that they don’t know their worth.

 We need to be mentors for younger women in our parish. We need to teach, inspire, motivate,

empower, be supportive, encouraging, knowledgeable, sincere, patient, and be an active listener. We
should NOT talk down or give answers without questions; we need to let a new member do a project
and do not criticize. How do we attract young members? Try advertising on your website, face-book,
or exhibit projects you are working on. Don’t say we need you as a new member so I can retire. Don’t
give a new member the President’s job right away. Be welcoming and friendly to new members.
Meetings need to be organized and informative. Utilize committees so the meeting doesn’t get
“bogged down”; discern member’s skills; keep reports short; lunch isn’t the highlight of the meeting
– make it simple, but allow time for fellowship. Always start and end the meeting with an inspirational
prayer.

 Evangelization is the responsibility of each one of us. We need to be comfortable with our God and

let others know of His goodness. We need to LIVE our faith. Our actions are often more powerful
than words. Prayer needs to be part of our everyday life. Our soul need routine nourishment. Talk to
God. He is our best friend. Set priorities, and with God’s help, strive to live up to them.
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Prayer to End Domestic Violence

(Please pray on the First Saturday of every month to end domestic violence)
O God, our world at times is divided and hostile. Some people consider
themselves dominant over others based on gender, race, color, class or
status. Through your Son’s cross our world can be reconciled; the walls of
hostility can be broken. We pray for all women who experience the pain
and suffering of violence, that they may feel your healing touch and be at
peace in your living embrace. We pray for those who victimize and abuse
others, that they may see the errors of their sins and seek repentance.
Through the intercession of Our Lady of Good Counsel, may we understand
and support those who may come to us for help. We ask these things
through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SERVICE
Commission
By Ann Miesen
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Because we have Jesus living in us, we too, although living in the flesh, can demonstrate the Divine nature.
Jesus living in us enables us to overcome the fleshly desires, to overcome the temptations to live like the rest of
the world, to overcome the desire to live for self rather than living for others.
Simply stated, To live for others, means putting others first and making their need more important than your
own. Here are a few ways you can help others in need. The best way to engage others, is to engage yourself in
the needs and concerns of others!
1. Southern Minnesota Crisis Nursery is in need of volunteers to help care for children. This Crisis Nursery
is located in New Ulm and provides a temporary home 24 hrs. a day and is a safe loving environment for
children while supporting and strengthening families who are experiencing a stressful situation. For
more information please call 507-766-6925.
2. Serve as a companion to the elderly. Bring a hot meal to a lonely member of your parish. Be a
sympathetic listener.
3. Serve the Homeless by taking up a collection of underclothing and donate it them to a homeless shelter,
or take your council to serve food at a shelter. (Ex: Mary Jo Copelands Caring & Sharing Hands in
Minneapolis)
4. Support Cross Catholic Outreach, which partners with National Council of Catholic Women to transform
the poor and their communities materially and spiritually for the Glory of Jesus Christ. Perhaps you can
host a Valentine Breakfast, Lenten Soup Supper, bake Easter pies, etc. and donate proceeds.
(crosscatholic.org)
5. Girls Heartland Ranch, Our Diocesan Service Projects uses Equine Therapy to serve girls who have been
sexually exploited or trafficked, depends on monetary donations. (located in Benson, MN)
6. Donate personal care items to Brittany’s Place, a safe shelter that provides a healing environment for girls
who have been sexually exploited and trafficked. (located in St. Paul)
7. Support our Diocesan Mission Parish in San Lucas, Guatemala. Visit www.sanlucasmission.org or
www.jesusthirstinginsanlucas.blogspot.

By Mary Mulloy
What is a historian? The dictionary defines us as a writer or in our case
photos, with authority on history so historians of our parish/region/diocese
have an important job.
Winter is here and with each season there are opportunities to record how
your parish celebrates the great events of our Catholic faith.
I was able to attend the NUDCCW Day of Enrichment this past November 4,
2017. I came away from that day ready to help carry CCW forward inn my
parish and the NUDCCW.
Keep up the important task of recording the history of your parish and
region. It is very important!

SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarship application and donations from your parishes need to be
postmarked and submitted by MARCH 1, 2018 to our Scholarship
Coordinator, name and address is on the scholarship application form.
Please encourage people to apply if they are in need of monetary
assistance to attend a training or information session that will help their
faith growth but remember their parish CCW must have donated some
amount of money to the DCCW scholarship fund - how much is not
important.

Region CCW Spring Gatherings
Women of all ages are invited to attend. Write the date on your calendar, encourage the women in your parish to
attend. Too often we put everything in our lives ahead of spending some time for our own spiritual well-being.
This is your chance to take time out of our busy schedules for God! For more information, watch for flyers that
give more details for your region’s gathering. The following are the dates and locations of the six Region Spring
Gatherings.

Region One
Region Two
Region Three
Region Four
Region Five
Region Six

Thursday, March 15, 2018
Cathedral, New Ulm
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 Japanese Martyrs, Leavenworth
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
St. Edward, Minneota
TBD
TBD
Saturday, March 17, 2018
St. Aloysius, Olivia
Saturday, March 10, 2018
St. John, Darwin
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LEADERSHIP
Commission
By Jan Noyes

5 WAYS TO BECOME A BETTER LISTENER— THIS WEEK!

Try these 5 simple ways to increase your personal listening skills. Being a good listener is a valuable trait in friendships
and family relationships—and also in the workplace and Council. In fact, listening is the #1 skill that a leader needs
to cultivate. Start with #1 on Monday, and in just one week you will be amazed at how much more you hear!
1. STOP TALKING
It’s not possible to listen and speak at the same time—make an intentional effort to talk less and listen more in every
conversation.
2. LOOK AT THE SPEAKER
Look the person speaking in the eye. Keep your own face relaxed and open, but remain in eye contact.
3. LEAN IN
Body language counts! By simply leaning towards the person who is speaking you will make that person aware of
your complete attention and give importance to what is being said.
4. REFLECT BACK WHAT YOU HEAR
At natural breaks reflect back (repeat in your own words) what you have heard to be certain that you understand. If
necessary, ask for clarification.
5. PONDER WHAT IS SAID
Pondering has a holy connotation; Mary pondered what the angel said to her in her heart. Weigh things, understanding
that not all information is “equal.” Guard feelings and personal information when shared. Do not judge ideas or
jump to conclusions. Take decisions to prayer.
Here are some easy activities to enhance the listening skill of your Affiliation Boards:
1. Try a fun way to “report” on the Diocesan Convention or the Region Gathering/Meeting. Have the president
begin with one sentence. Go around the table and add to the report——if someone REPEATS something
already shared, ring a bell and their turn ends. See how much different information can be recalled.
Remember—one sentence at a time!
2. Ask a different board member than the one who gave a report to create the bulletin blurb. (Remember——
use that bulletin blurb to teach something about the meeting topic or the organization——or both!)
3. At the end of your board meeting, pass out a list of the reports that were made during the meeting, ie:
Pres, Vice Pres, Commissions, and Committees. Ask each board member to list two things they recall from the
report WITHOUT looking at their notes.

a. Are their memories accurate?
b. Did they recall the MOST IMPORTANT points?
4. Reproduce the questionnaire on page 77 in the NCCW Guidance and Resource Manual and use it to
evaluate the listening skills of your board members.
The information for this article was taken from our NCCW website (nccw.org) under the Leadership tab and contributed
by Jane Carter, a past NCCW Leadership Commission Coordinator. Please check the Leadership tab for more useful
information.
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Saturday, April 28, 2018
New Ulm Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
59thAnnual Convention
St. Catherine’s ~ Redwood Falls, Minnesota

“Believe in me and do my works.”
7:30 AM
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:45 AM
12:15 PM
1:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:00 PM

John 14:12

Registration / continental breakfast / Silent Auction
General Assembly
Keynote Speaker – Nancy Jo Sullivan
Business Meeting/Woman of the Year
Mass
Lunch
Mary Kay Stebbins
Closing Prayer
Drawings

Hi, I’m Nancy Jo Sullivan. Born and raised in Minnesota, I’m a mama to three grown up girls and a
brand new son in law. My oldest daughter, “Sarah” was born with Down’s syndrome, and after a brief
stay on earth, she now resides in heaven. During her twenty-three years, Sarah imparted lessons of
faith that continue to impact our lives.
These days, I spend my time writing books and giving retreats. As an author, I sculpture stories,
chiseling away words until a blessing is etched. For me, writing is both art and vocation, and I’m
grateful for both.
Nancy Jo Sullivan is an inspirational author and speaker. Having worked with both Catholic and Evangelical
publishers, she writes and speaks in a language that is accessible to all denominations. Nancy Jo speaks regularly
at Christian conferences and retreats, and serves as a presenter at grief coalitions throughout the Minneapolis
area.
Nancy Jo Sullivan

Mary Kay Stebbins is from the Washington DC area and has resided in Sioux Falls, SD since 2010. She
is the founder of LOOK FOR THE BLESSINGS ministry. Her credentials are enormously long and her life
experiences include an abusive first marriage and a miracle healing of an illness. She has lead retreats
such as Youth Encounter Christ and College Encounter with Christ. Praying with and encouraging
others in knowing just how big God is, is her passion. She and her husband Mike, are the parents of 5
children, ages 17-30.
The topic she will be speaking on is “Are Catholics Christian?” This is somewhat of a tongue-in-cheek
title, but before she was a public speaker she had so many people in her life ask her what my faith was.
When she answered, “I’m Catholic,” they would ask, “Yes, but are you Christian?” Please come to hear
just how Mary Beth answers this question. She says we will leave with a good dose of truth, hope and
validation from the Holy Spirit.
Mary Kay Stebbins

Contact your CCW President or Parish Office for a registration form.
$30 if Registered before APRIL 10

$35 postmarked after April 10
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40 DAYS FOR LIFE-St Cloud SPRING CAMPAIGN
Feb 14 to March 25th VIGIL: Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
BEGINNING RALLY Feb 17 Noon- 2p

Vigil site, Reception-St Aug’s

KC’S Lead in Prayer & Singing,
Program: SJSB-SFL (St John’s-St Bens Students For Life)—Report on MARCH FOR LIFE-WASH DC

ENDING RALLY Mar 24 Noon-2p

Vigil site, Reception-St Aug’s

By Dorothy Vandendriessche

LEGISLATION

Please consider participating in this campaign. If you can’t go and pray on site, please remember to pray for
the young mothers-to-be who are struggling – that they may find solace and help they need.
(Submitted by Judy Haag)
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At the beginning of this new year and of this legislative session,
we humbly ask for Your blessing
on our legislators and on all who collaborate in their work.
Bestow on them an abundant share of Your wisdom
and a deep desire to serve the common good.
Archbishop Hebda, Jan. 3, 2017, to Minnesota State House of Representatives
The preceding is part of the opening prayer by Archbishop Hebda for the 2017-18 Minnesota legislative
session. Archbishop Hebda also prayed our legislators would honor the dignity of each person, be
bridge-builders in uniting our diverse population, be wise stewards of human, natural and economic
resources and protect children and elderly.
Archbishop Hebda’s prayer so profoundly addressed the issues which the Minnesota Catholic Conference
is advocating. MNCC’s Advocacy Areas include: Religious Freedom, Care for Creation, Education,
Healthcare, Labor and Economy, Life and Bio-Ethics, Marriage and Family, Migration, The Poor and
Vulnerable. Much information regarding each of these areas can be found at: https://
www.mncatholic.org/advocacy-areas/. The webpage has an icon for each of the areas. By clicking on
an icon, a webpage which describes that issue and background is opened. The webpages are an
excellent source of understanding each issue.
Other great sources regarding legislative advocacy include:
USCCB www.usccb.org
Catholic Charities and sign up for Washington weekly www.Catholiccharitiesusa.org
Catholic News Service www.catholicnews.com
Justice For Immigrants http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org
Catholic Rural Life https://catholicrurallife.org
As the 2018 Legislative year begins, may we each, like Archbishop Hebda, pray for our legislators,
both local and federal. May the Lord bless them and us to remain strong in advocating for Catholic
social issues and dignity of life.

CALENDAR
of

events

Diocesan CCW Spring Gatherings
Tuesday, March 6, 2018.................... Region
Saturday, March 10, 2018 ............... Region
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 ................. Region
Thursday, March 15, 2018 ............... Region
Saturday, March 17, 2018 ............... Region
TBD .......................................................... Region

3 .................................. St. Edward, Minneota, MN
6 ............................................ St. John, Darwin, MN
2 ............... Japanese Martyrs, Leavenworth, MN
1 ............. Holy Trinity Cathedral, New Ulm, MN
5 ........................................ St. Aloysius, Olivia, MN
4 ............................................................................. TBD

Year of 2018 ............................. NCCW celebrating 98th Anniversary (Organized in 1920)
January 15, 2018 ................. 75th Anniversary of Catholic Relief Services (Started 1943)
January 20, 2018 ....................................... NUDCCW Board Meeting, St. Paul, Nicollet, MN
January 21-27, 2018 .............................................................................. Christian Unity Week
January 22, 2018 ......................................................... Roe v. Wade Anniversary pray for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children
Month of February ......................................... San Lucas Valentine/Mission of Love Month
February 14, 2018 ....................................................................... Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins
Month of March ............................................................................ National Food Shelf Month
(donations to local food shelves are matched)
March 1, 2018 ............................... DCCW Scholarship Donations & Applications Deadline
March 20, 2018 ...................... Bishop Lucker Lecture, St. Catherine’s, Redwood Falls, MN
March 22, 2018 ............................................................................. Chrism Mass, Location TBD
April 1, 2018 .......................................................................................................... Easter Sunday
April 28, 2018..............................NUDCCW Convention, St. Catherine, Redwood Falls, MN
Every Day ........................................................................................................ Pray for Vocations

Prayer For Vocations
Lord, God, we praise and bless your holy name.
We ask that you give the Church of New Ulm holy priests, dedicated women
and men religious, selfless deacons and zealous missionaries.
Inspire in the hearts of our youth a spirit of generosity to commit their lives to the
message and ministry of Jesus, Your Son.
We ask all this through Him who lives and reigns as our Lord,
forever and ever. Amen
Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.
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New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
Ronda Mathiowetz, President
17786 Co. Rd. 8
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085

Week of January 21-27, 2018

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
CHRISTIAN UNITY, 2018
O God, your right hand is glorious
in power. Extend your hand to
help us discover new ways that
unite your people in the Body of
C hr is t, t he C h ur ch . Ma y th e
strength of your hand take away
all misunderstanding and
prejudice that hinder our calling
to be one in body and spirit. Draw
us together in the bond of peace,
of faith and charity that we may
be one in Jesus Christ our Lord
who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, One
God for ever and ever. Amen.

