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WHO WE ARE------WHAT WE DO------WHY WE DO IT-------

OUR PARISH COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN (CCW) GROUPS
The three questions on the cover page are key questions we should ask each of ourselves and our members.

DEFINING OUR PARISH GROUPS------Who We Are

Women

Our Mission Statement--------The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its membership to
support, empower and educate Catholic women in spirtiuality, leadership
and service. NCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of
the Church and society in the modern world.

Can your parish CCW group define your purpose or reason for its existence in your parish? What do you hope
to accomplish for the coming year? Are all of the women in your parish on the same page and informed about
the existence of CCW in your parish?

What We Do

Planning & sponsoring
activities & programs

Helping the needy-Service
projects

Supporting one another

Sponsoring educational programs, prayer services, Holy Hours, Food Shelf Donations, Community Projects, etc.
etc.

Why We Do It

Jesus while on earth spent three years teaching. He taught the people through parables and also performed many miracles during this time on earth because of His mercy and love for us even to the point of
giving His Life for us by dying on the cross.
What He taught through all of His actions was that the love of God should be our main focus and then
the love of neighbor and ourselves.
This should be our focus when doing our CCW work and using the Works of Mercy. as our guidelines. When
we do each of our CCW activities we are in some way fulfilling one of the Works of Mercy. We show our love
and care through our CCW actions by helping those around us who need our help, by our educational and faith
growth programs, our service projects that help meet the physical needs, etc.
Don’t say yes to do something because you feel guilty or just because it’s your turn - do it because of your love
of God and for all who are around you whom He created!

This Convocation of Catholic Leaders held from July 1-4, 2017 in Orlando, Florida brought together an unprecedented
gathering of almost 3,500 bishops, clergy, religious and laity, including five of the six residential cardinals in the country.
This convocation was hosted by the U.S. Bishops and featured delegations from more than 80 percent of the dioceses
in the 50 states.
The focus for the convocation was Francis’s 2013 document Evangelii Gaudium. “The Joy of the Gospel,” and
several American prelates – including Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, the current president of
the bishops’ conference, and Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York and Archbishop Joseph Kurtz of Louisville,
both past presidents indicated that one way of stating the event’s aim was to come together listening and sharing with
each other to work at figuring out how to apply this document in the American here-and-now..
From what I have briefly read about this gathering ----- the really novel and beautiful thing about this meeting was that
it was probably the first time that Church leaders, both ordained and lay people, in the United States came together to
reflect on Pope Francis and his vision of the church and talk about their Catholic faith!
Bishop James Conley of Lincoln, Nebraska, who worked in the Vatican’s Congregation for Bishops
from 1996 to 2006, commented that it was kind of like World Youth Day for adults, without the pope – a
gathering of Catholics together in one place, who listened to great speakers, participated in beautiful liturgies,
spent time in prayer – a very diverse crowd and a cross-section of the church in the United States and were there
because of their Catholic Faith. He also went on to comment that he thought for many of the lay faithful – it
was probably a first time gathered in a place like that with so many other Catholics and it sort of recharged their
batteries and over and over the same thing was heard throughout the gathering. Participants indicated that what
most excited them was the experience of being with each other – sharing stories, swapping experiences and
ideas and just getting the sense that they weren’t in this alone.
Finally, I gathered that most of the 3500 participants, if not all left with a positive and energizing experience of the
church.
SO – I’m left with anticipation as many of you also wonder —— What ideas will surface and what plans
can be developed and put into place from what these participants experienced that will recharge the
batteries and instill a positive and energized love of our Catholic Church for the millions of Catholics,
active and inactive, back in our parishes who were unable to attend and have not had the experience of
being with representatives from throughout the United States excited about their Catholic faith??
As I read the comments by Bishop Conley about the above gathering, it couldn’t help reminding me of
our National Council of Catholic Women Conventions where Catholic women, along with many of our
Diocesan Spiritual Advisors, gather from all parts of the United States listening to great speakers,
participating in beautiful liturgies, renewing friendships, etc. and hearing these women commenting
about what a positive and energizing experience it is!!!! This is an event that many of you could take
advantage of attending. It may be too late for this year but keep in mind for next year.

REGION CCW FALL GATHERINGS
Fall will soon be upon us and our Region CCW Boards have been busy planning the Region CCW Fall
Gatherings. I do hope that all of you along with many of the women in your parishes will attemd your
Region Gathering and take advantage of this opportunity to grow in your faith.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND START ENCOURAGING THE WOMEN IN YOUR PARISH TO
ATTEND!
Watch for communication from your Region President regarding details for time and speakers.
Here are the dates of the Gatherings:
Region 1....................Thursday,, September 21st ........................St. John’s, Searles
Region 2.....................Tuesday, September 26th.........................St. Catherine’s, Redwood Falls
Region 3......................Monday, September25th..........................St.Peter’s;, Canby
Region 4.....................Tuesday, October 3rd..............................Sacred Heart, Murdock
Region 5.....................Saturday, September 16th.........................St. Aloysius, Olivia
Region 6.....................Monday, September 18th........................Church of Our Lady, Manannah

NCCW CONVENTION, 2017
Catholic Women: Living the Joy of the Gospel
Council sisters from all areas of the country will gather from September 6-9th in Dallas, TX for our 97th NCCW Convention. Many from our own diocese will be attending and experiencing educational and faith-filled days - attending beautiful liturgies, listening to inspirational speakers and a chance to visit and socialize with women from all parts of the country
who share our same Catholic Faith.It is an energizing and inspirational experience.
Some of the speakers scheduled:
Mary Rice Hasson - She is a Fellow at the Ethics and Policy Center in Washington, D.C. where she directs the Catholic
Women’s Forum, an initiative that responds to Pope Francis’s call for Catholic women to assume a higher profile within
the church and to think with the church in addressing the problems of today. She speaks on Catholicism, culture, women,
sexual morality and family life.
Stacy Tomlinson - In 2008 Stacy joined a Holy Land Pilgrimage led by Scott Hahn and she fell in love with the Catholic
faith. The experience ultimately led the registered nurse to leave her “dream job” and boyfriend in New York, enter the
Church and join the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (Focus) as a missionary at the University of Nebraska in
Lincoln. “The world tells you that money, fame and power will makeyou happy, and I had all of that in New York and felt
empty inside. Working for Focus, my heart is now full with joy and a priceless peace.”
Dale Recinella - He has served for 20 years as a spiritual counelor and Ctholi lay chaplain in Florida’s prison. He and his
wife, kDr. Susan Recinella, minister a a team during executions: he serving a spiritual advisor to the condemned and his
wife serving as a lay minister to the condemned’s family and loved ones.He is a licensed Florida lawyer - his column
about repect life, the death penalty and prison ministry appears regularly in The Florida Catholic. He appears frequently
on worldwide Vatican Radio and addresses audiences nationally and Europe.
Please pray for safe travel for all of us attending and we look forward to sharing our experiences with all of
you.

SOME AUGUST SAINTS
St. Lawrence -- August 10
This famous martyr of Rome lived in the third century. He was one of seven deacons who were in
charge of giving help to the poor and the needy. Full of joy, Lawrence gave to the poor all of the
money he had on hand. He even sold expensive church vessels to have more to give away. The
prefect of Rome, a greedy man, thought the Church had a great fortune hidden away. He ordered
Lawrence to bring the church’s treasure to him. The saint said he would, in three days and then he
went through the city and gathered together all the poor and sick people supported by the Church
and brought them to the prefect and told him “this is the Church’s treasure.” The prefect was
furious and ordered him to a slow, cruel death. The saint was tied on top of an iron grill over a slow fire that roasted
him. God gave him so much strength and joy that Lawrence is said to have joked, “turn me over.” Before he died, he
prayed that the Catholic faith would spread all over the world. St. Lawrence is among the saints mentioned in the First
Eucharistic Prayer at Mass. When we feel like complaining about something that bothers us, we can whisper a prayer
to St. Lawrence. We can ask him to help us be patient.

St. Maximilian Kolbe -- August 14
Raymond Kolbe was born in Poland in 1894 and joined the Franciscan order in 1907 and took the name that we know
him by - Maximilian. He had a special love for the Blessed Mother. He was convinced that the world of the twentieth
century needed their Heavenly Mother to guide and protect them. He used the press to make Mary more widely known
by publishing monthly newsletters. He built a large center in Poland calling it “City of the Immaculate.” By 1938, eight
hundred Franciscans lived there and labored to make the love of Mary known. In 1938 the Nazis invaded the Polish
City of the Immaculate. In 1941, the nazis arrested Father Kolbe and sentenced him to hard labor in Auschwitz. He
was at Auschwitz three months when a prisoner successfully escaped so the Nazis made the rest of the prisoners pay for
the escape. They chose 10 prisoners at random to die in the starvation bunker. One chosen prisoner, a married man
with a family, begged and pleaded to be spared for the sake of his children. Fr. Kolbe who had not been picked
stepped forward and asked the commander if he could take the man’s place. The commander accepted his offer. They
were then put in the starvation bunker. One by one, as they died, Fr. Kolbe helped and comforted them. He was the
last to die. Pope John Paul II proclaimed him a saint and martyr in 1982. St. Maximilian Kolbe is the kind of person
we all want to be. He was a hero who gave his life that someone else might live. he was such a special person because
he was a great friend of the Blessed Mother. We can be friends of Mary, too, if we honor her and pray to her.

St. Pius X -- August 21
This great pope’s name was Joseph Sarto. He was born the son of a mailman in Riese, Italy. He had to make many
sacrifices for his education. After he was ordained a priest, Fr. Sarto labored for the people in poor parishes for
seventeen years. He would give everything he had to help them. Even when he became a bishop and a cardinal, he still
gave away what he owned to the poor keeping nothing for himself. When he was chosen pope, he took the name of
Pius X. He became known as the pope who loved the Eucharist. Pope Pius X encouraged everyone to receive Jesus
as often as they could. he also made a law permitting young children to receive Holy communion too. Before that time,
boys and girls had to wait many years before they could receive the Lord. He is also known as the pope of religious
instruction. He wanted every Catholic to share in the beauty of the truths of our faith. Pope Pius X died on August 20,
1914. Pope Pius X was proclaimed a saint by Pope Pius XII in 1954. When we want to deepen our love and reverence for the Holy Eucharist, we can pray to St. Pius X. He was so kind and understanding. He can lead us to love
Jesus, Mary and our Catholic faith as he did.

SOME SEPTEMBER SAINTS
St. Teresa of Calcutta -- September 5
Mother Teresa was canonized on Sept. 4, 2016 by Pope Francis. “Mother Teresa often said,
‘Holiness is not the luxury of the few, it is a simple duty for each one of us. May her example
help us to strive for holiness: to love God, to respect and love every human person created by
God in His own image and in whom He dwells, and to care for our poor and suffering brethren.
May all the sick, the suffering, and those who seek God’s help find a friend and intercessor in
Mother.”

St. Eanswida -- September 12
Eanswida lived in the seventh century. She was the granddaughter of St. Ethelbert, the first Christian king of England.
The girl was devout as well as attractive. Her father although not a religious man and wanting his daughter to marry did
permit his daughter to become a nun and start a monastery of nuns. She lived simply and prayerfully like the rest of the
sisters. Saints remind us that there are lasting values more important than the things of this world. We can ask St.
Eanswida to give us some of her wisdom and courage so that we, too, can make wise choices for eternity.

Our Lady of Sorrows -- September 15
Our Lady had many great joys as the mother of Jesus, but she had much to suffer, too. There are seven times of great
suffering in Mary’s life. The first was when she took Baby Jesus to the temple. There the prophet Simeon told her that
a sword of suffering would pierce heart. This would be when Jesus would be put to death. Her second sorrow was
when she and St. Joseph had to flee to Egypt with Jesus. Herod’s soldiers were trying to kill him. The third suffering
came when Mary searched three days in Jerusalem for Jesus and finally found him in the temple. Our Lady’s fourth
sorrow was when Jesus was whipped and crowned with thorns. Her fifth great pain was caused by his being lifted on
the cross, where he died after three hours of agony. Mary’s sixth sorrow was the moment when Our Lord’s sacred
body was placed in her arms. And her seventh suffering came when he was buried in the tomb. Because she loves us
dearly, she was happy to suffer that we might some day share her joy with Jesus in Heaven. In honor of Our Lady of
Sorrows, we can offer up some little sacrifice without complaining and we can also think about each of the seven
sorrows of Mary and thank her for her great love for us.

St. Michael, St. Gabriel, St. Raphael -- September 29
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are called “saints” because they are holy. But they are different from the rest of the saints
because they were not human. They are angels. They are protectors of human beings and we know something about
each of them from the Bible. In the book of Revelation, chapter 12:7-9, we read of a great war that went on in heaven.
Michael and his angels battled with Satan and he became the champion of loyalty to God. We can ask St. Michael to
make us strong in our love for Jesus and in our practice of the Catholic religion.
Gabriel has become familiar to us because Gabriel is an important person in Luke’s Gospel. This archangel announced
to Mary that she was to be the mother of our Savior. Gabriel is the announcer, the communicator of the Good News.
We can ask him to help us be good communicators as he was.
We read the touching story of Raphael’s role in the Bible’s book of Tobit. He brought protection and healing to the
blind Tobit. At the very end of the journey, when all was completed, Raphael revealed his true identity. H called himself
one of the seven who stands before God’s throne. We can ask St. Raphael to protect us in our travels, even short
journeys, like going to school. We can also ask him to help when illness strikes us or someone we love.
Canonized Saints were not perfect human beings when they walked on earth. However, they were
"set aside for a higher purpose, no longer common or everyday but special and unique" because of
their response of obedience and faith to God's call on their lives. We ask saints to pray for us and
set them as examples of their faithfulness to God and use them as role models in our own lives.

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER
PRAYER INTENTIONS

Pope’s Prayer Intention for August
Artists - That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of creation.
Pope’s Prayer Intention for September
Parishes - That our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated and charity
is seen.
Bishop’s Prayer Intention for August
General Intention - Through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, may the immigrant receive protection,
may the poor receive adequate health care, and may the conscience rights of all be respected.
Bishop’s Prayer Intention for September
General Intention - That our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated and
charity is seen.

FROM YOUR EDITOR

Dear Sisters in Christ---

Summer is passing quickly and we look forward to an action-packed CCW year.
The Fall CCW gatherings will soon be here so hopefully all of you are planning to
attend your respective Gathering along with getting lots of women from your parish
to come with you. I sometimes wonder if we do a real good job of promoting
and encouraging attendance at CCW functions. I know it’s hard to get women
motivated to attend - there seems to be always other priorities even in our own
lives and we get discouraged and kind of give up. This is a new year and let’s
work extra hard at promoting attendance at our CCW functions.
You will also soon be receiving the Fall Newsletter in the mail which contains many informational articles written by our
Bishop, Spiritual Advisor and Diocesan Board. Take advantage of the information and share with the women in your
parish. Parish presidents are the only ones that receive the hard copy newsletter but I will also be sending it via email to
all those that I have email addresses for and it will also be placed on our CCW website: www.nudccw.org Please
share the information with the women in your parish however works for you.
I continue to look forward to being in touch with all of you through the year and I pray
that you have an exciting and prayerful CCW year.
Blessings
Donna Sanders
New Ulm DCCW Newsletter Editor

