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Let there be Peace on Earth
and let it begin with me...

Over the past decade, we have heard increasingly in the media about gender theory.
What is gender theory? There is a lack of clarity on what this means exactly, but
one definition is given by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. In
2013, the conference, commenting on gender theory, said about it: “’gender’ is
nothing more than a social construct or psychological reality that can be chosen
at variance from one’s biological sex.”
In other words, according to gender theory, we are free to define our sex on our
own. We do not have to accept our birth sex, whether that be male or female. We
are free to define for ourselves whether we are male, female, transsexual, and so
forth, depending upon how we feel. We are also free, the theory goes, to surgically
refashion our sex into whatever we wish.
What does the Church teach about gender theory? The Church teaches that God
created us as either male or female, and that we are called to accept ourselves as
God has made us. So, if a person is male from conception onward, he is called to accept his maleness. If a
person is female from conception onward, she is called to accept her femaleness.
As St. John Paul II taught in the Theology of the Body: “Femininity in some way finds itself before masculinity,
while masculinity confirms itself through femininity. Precisely the function of sex [that is, being male or
female], which in some way is ‘constitutive for the person’ (not only ‘an attribute of the person’), shows how
deeply man, with all his spiritual solitude, with the uniqueness and unrepeatability proper to the person, is
constituted by the body as ‘he’ or ‘she’” (No. 10:1).
What if a person who is male feels like he is female? We know that this happens. What is such a person to
do? The answer is the same as above. A man is called to accept his maleness. However, if he so chooses, he
has a right to receive the help that he needs both spiritually and psychologically to accept his maleness, even
though that might be very difficult. The same is true with a female concerning her femaleness. Furthermore,
the answer to their struggles is not a sex change operation. Research has shown that this only compounds
their difficulties.
About the acceptance of our bodies as God gave them to us, Pope Francis said: “The acceptance of our bodies as
God’s gift is vital for welcoming and accepting the entire world as a gift from the Father and our common
home, whereas thinking that we enjoy absolute power over our own bodies turns, often subtly, into thinking
that we enjoy absolute power over creation. Learning to accept our body, to care for it and to respect its fullest
meaning, is an essential element of any genuine human ecology” (Laudato Si’, no. 155).
What should our attitude be towards those who face the challenge of accepting their bodies as God gave them
to them? Like everything else, we should love them, support them, and pray with them and for them. We
should help them to meet their challenge by helping them to see that they are beautiful as God created them,
whether they be male or female.
The Most Reverend John M. LeVoir

Bishop of New Ulm

Prayer For Vocations
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Lord, God, we praise and bless your holy name.
We ask that you give the Church of New Ulm holy priests, dedicated women
and men religious, selfless deacons and zealous missionaries.
Inspire in the hearts of our youth a spirit of generosity to commit their lives to the
message and ministry of Jesus, Your Son.
We ask all this through Him who lives and reigns as our Lord,
forever and ever. Amen
Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.

From the desk of the President
Dear Sisters in Christ,
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
(Upcoming Response NUDCCW Convention April 29, 2017.)

One thing I learned growing up was to be independent. I enjoyed learning how to
change oil in my car or a flat tire much more than canning vegetables or doing
dishes. I wanted to be totally independent and know how to take care of everything
that may come in life. This attitude also taught me that I didn’t have to necessarily
trust others or God because I was capable of “doing it myself”.
This attitude was truly challenged after my second child, Rachel, was born and I ended up at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester. After a couple months of appointments, prayers from many people, and the removal of my spleen, the
diagnosis of cancer changed my attitude of independence. Lord, let your mercy be on me, as I place my trust in
you. This challenging time in my life helped me learn to trust in the Lord…. but months later as the diagnosis was
researched and changed to an overactive immune system, this trust in Jesus reverted back to my attitude of
independence. How do I keep my trust in Jesus alive?
Trusting in the Lord is an everyday choice. Together Encounter Christ (TEC) Retreats, teaching Confirmation and
working with the youth in our parish as youth minister have been great influences in my life to help me focus on
Christ and to trust in Him. More recently, I am learning the value of the National Council of Catholic Women and
how they help me in my faith journey. NCCW’s monthly member calls keep the members informed on everything
from Service Commission activities that help us serve others in need to the World Union of Catholic Women’s
Organization, (WUCWO), involvement around the world which gives women a voice. The NCCW website offers
many things from prayer services to inspire us, to posters with the emergency numbers so those caught up in
human trafficking can find a way out. The National Council of Catholic Women Convention is a place where
women gather to support, empower, and educate each other in spirituality, leadership and service. Our Diocesan
Board relays important information from NCCW to the Regions, who continue that legacy by offering the Fall
and Spring Gatherings each year. The service each parish CCW offers to their hometown parish is definitely
priceless. Their commitment to serve funeral luncheons, clean their church facilities, serve bars & coffee at
events, along with many other talents not mentioned here keep our parishes running smoothly. And of course,
the many prayers and ministries offered in support of their parish families is what helps our parishes trust in our
God.
There are a few events coming up that can help us all in our faith journey and search to truly trust in God. Each
Region is prayerfully planning their Spring Gatherings and the 58th Annual NUDCCW Convention will be
Saturday, April 29 at St. Mary’s in Sleepy Eye. Our keynote speaker, Cari Donaldson, will be sharing her story of
conversion from a quasi-New Age couple to becoming a large Catholic family. May your trust in the Lord be
strengthened each day!
Ronda Mathiowetz
NUDCCW President
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Spiritual Advisor’s Message
CCW has a Bright Future
The NCCW mission statement reads: NCCW exists to support, empower and educate members
in spirituality, leadership and service; reaching out with Gospel values to meet the needs
of Church and society.
CCW was founded and called into being by the Bishops in 1920 in order to coordinate the
relief activity to refugees after World War 1 among Catholic Women’s Organizations. Even
though it has changed throughout the years it continues to be in existence to help women
deepen their commitment to Christ and service to the Church and world. Indeed the strength
of CCW is that of being able to adjust and change as conditions in the Church and world change.
As CCW approaches its centenary celebration it is a good time to reflect on how it can meet the challenges of women
today in the Church Universal and in this local Diocesan Church comprised of 70 active parishes.
CCW, like any organization or any activity in the Church, is about one thing alone and that is the establishment of
the “Kingdom of God”. No teaching of Jesus is more central than that. The Church carries on the work of establishing
the Kingdom of God by overcoming evil and being a force for goodness, truth and beauty.
We are in a battle in this world. It is a battle against evil. When CCW unites women and calls them to prayer, study and
service they cooperate with the plan of God to make this world better and establish God’s reign. Therefore, CCW must
first and foremost be a council of disciples, that is, women who have no other goal than to give their lives over to Christ
and His holy Church. In trusting Him they offer their lives to being His face in the world.
In reality we are not about promoting this or that program as important as they are for uniting us in purpose. We are
about being disciples of Jesus and responding to doing His will. Just a few months ago we completed the Jubilee Year
of Mercy, but just because the jubilee year ended does not mean that those activities initiated during the year now end.
Jesus is mercy itself so we must continue, if not intensify, those Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy that have always
been the hallmark of a follower of Jesus and has been the hallmark of the activity of CCW.
The activities and good works of our Councils should clearly identify its members as disciples of Jesus. Other women
will see our Council members carrying out these many acts of mercy and hopefully will be attracted to Council for in
these acts of mercy they will see the love and face of Jesus. With our Council members trusting in Jesus and giving
glory to God by continuing to strive to fulfill His Will by carrying out these many acts of mercy, we can envision CCW
will be blessed with a long and productive future – our hope of a bright future!
Msgr. Eugene L. Lozinski
NUDCCW Spiritual Advisor

Region CCW Spring Gatherings
Women of all ages are invited to attend. The evening will begin with Registration at 5:30 p.m. Mass at 6:00 p.m.
followed by a light supper and speaker. Region 6 gathering will begin with 9 a.m. Mass.Write the date on your
calendar, encourage the women in your parish to attend. Too often we put everything in our lives ahead of
spending some time for our own spiritual well-being. This is your chance to take time out of our busy schedules
for God! For more information, watch for flyers that give more details for your region’s gathering. The following
are the dates and locations of the six Region Spring Gatherings.
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Region One
Region Two
Region Three
Region Four
Region Five
Region Six

Tuesday, March 16, 2017
Thursday, March 9, 2017
Thursday, March 7, 2017
Tuesday, April 4, 2017
Monday, March 20, 2017
Saturday, March 11, 2017

Cathedral, New Ulm
St. Joseph, Lamberton
Ss. Peter & Paul, Ivanhoe
St. Mary, Beardsley
Sacred Heart, Franklin
Holy Family, Silver Lake

From the Editor
The Holy Year of Mercy has ended but our works of mercy are never done so please continue all of your good
deeds and activities. Please note in this issue I have tried to put in a brief description of Catholic Relief Services
and Cross Catholic Outreach – two organizations that serve the poor and needy throughout the world. Please be
generous in your donations to these worthwhile charitable organizations. There are so many needy people in the
world and every donation however small helps to make a better world.
We will again send the newsletter out via email so it will be easy to share with the women in your parish so
please share the information in this newsletter to help them to be better informed and then use the ideas given
wherever possible.
The newsletter will also be located on our website: www.nudccw.org.
Any comments or questions, please address to me if you don’t know who to ask and I will forward to the
appropriate person.
Have a great year and God bless you for all of the work you are doing.
Editor:

Donna Sanders
115 Northwood Drive
Cottonwood, MN 56229
(507) 423-5140
donnamaesanders@gmail.com

Design: Lisa Caron
18948 Nature Lane
Eden Prairie, MN 55346
lisamaec@gmail.com

SPIRITUALITY
Commission
By Marianne Schotzko

“REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE DUST, AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN”
Ash Wednesday is 46 days before Easter and marks the beginning of the Season of Lent. It is one of the most
popular and important holy days in the liturgical calendar. It is chiefly observed by Catholics, although many other
Christians observe it too. Lent is a season of penance, reflection, and fasting which prepares us for Christ’s
Resurrection on Easter Sunday, through which we attain redemption.
The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year. The ashes
are christened with Holy Water and are scented by exposure to incense. The ashes symbolize penance and
contrition and are a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those who call on Him with repentant hearts.
The distribution of ashes comes from a ceremony of ages past. Christians who had committed grave faults
performed public penance. On Ash Wednesday, the Bishop blessed the hair shirts which they were to wear during
the forty days of penance, and sprinkled over them ashes made from the palms from the previous year. Then, while
the faithful recited the Seven Penitential Psalms, the penitents were turned out of the church because of their sins
– just as Adam, the first man, was turned out of Paradise because of his disobedience. The penitents did not enter
the church again until Maundy Thursday after having won reconciliation by the toil of forty days’ penance and
sacramental absolution. Later, all Christians, whether public or secret penitents, came to receive ashes out of
devotion.
In today’s Church, the priests administer ashes during Mass and all are invited to accept the ashes as a visible
symbol of penance. Ashes also symbolize grief, in this case, grief that we have sinned and caused division from God.
Our foreheads are marked with ashes to humble our hearts and remind us that life passes away on earth. We
remember this when we are told “Remember Man, is dust, and unto dust you shall return” or the priest may speak
the words, “Repent and believe in the Gospel”. Ashes are a symbol of penance made sacramental by the blessing of
the Church, and they help us develop a spirit of humility and sacrifice.
It is important to remember that Ash Wednesday is a day of penitential prayer and fasting. It is a day of fasting
and abstinence. Small children the elderly and sick are exempt from this observance. It is not required that a
person wear the ashes for the rest of the day, and they may be washed off after Mass. However, keeping the ashes
on until evening is an outward sign to others to remind us all that we are starting on a journey to prepare for
Easter Sunday.
Along with personal reflection, prayer and penance, we can observe this holy season by continuing to perform
Spiritual and Corporal Acts of Mercy that Pope Francis requested we do in the past year’s Jubilee Year of Mercy.
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NUDCCW 58th Annual Convention
St. Mary’s, Sleepy Eye, MN
Saturday - April 29, 2017
“Spread the Word of God”
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Cari Donaldson

Take a two-income, quasi-New Age, newlywed couple with two
Greyhounds and the resolve never to have children or to embrace
any form of organized religion. Add ten years of hunger for something
more. What do you get?
A large Catholic family, of course. And one in which the second
youngest, while watching Pope Benedict depart the Vatican, solemnly
declares, “Now I’ll be pope: Pope Awesome the First, with my Swiss
Guard army.”

Please join us for a day to support, empower and educate ourselves in spirituality,
leadership and service!
START PLANNING NOW TO ATTEND THIS
CONVENTION. It will be well worth taking the time
to attend for your own spiritual growth and well-being
– an inspiring speaker, beautiful liturgy, celebrant
being our Bishop LeVoir with a closing by praying
the Divine Mercy Chaplet. What an spiritually
uplifting day!!
Also, presidents, please encourage women in your
parish to attend.

LEADERSHIP
Commission
By Jan Noyes
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“Leadership is the capacity to transform ideas into reality; it is an example and an action – not a job, title or position”
– Linda Richardson Kelly. As leaders in your parishes and regions you are to help establish a clear vision and share that
vision with others. You provide the information, knowledge and methods to realize that vision; and help coordinate and
balance the interests of all members. Sounds worthwhile doesn’t it! Yes, when we are acting as disciples of Jesus Christ
and working to share his love and words.
Our NCCW Leadership Commission Coordinator, Linda Richardson Kelly, introduced a new Leadership Commission Power
Point Presentation at the NCCW Convention in Indianapolis.
There are two parts to the presentation. The first part is on NCCW, and the second is a customizable PowerPoint you can
use for your Parish or Region. NCCW wants this CD to be used by many. I purchased a copy of this PowerPoint and can
share it and make copies of it for any parish or region that would like to use it. Please let me know if you would like me
to do this for you (janmnoyes@yahoo.com / 507-401-1061).
I also purchased the ‘95th Birthday Luncheon Presentation’ which was presented at the 2015 NCCW Convention. This
CD is full of information and history on our organization. This, too, can be copied and shared with everyone. Please let
me know if you are interested in having a copy.
NCCW Individual Membership is valuable! When you join the National Council of Catholic Women, you are part of a
national organization that speaks for your Catholic values and supports, empowers and educates all Catholic women in
spirituality, leadership and service. Now is the time to submit your membership to The Council of Catholic Women!
Individual Membership dues have decreased to only $50 per year / $4.17 per month / $1.67 per week. What a bargain,
but a most important way to support the Catholic Women’s organization we are all a part of and love. As CCW leaders in
our parishes and regions you should all be members of NCCW– please join me! Membership forms can be found at
nccw.org under the Membership tab.
Thank you for all you do to lead others to Christ. May God bless you as you work with Him to share the good news of
CCW through your examples and actions.

SERVICE
Commission
By Ann Miesen

Have you ever wondered or carefully pondered why you serve? Is it out of guilt? Is it out of obligation? Perhaps its
because someone you respect has asked you to help with a particular project and to share your talents. Perhaps there
is a particular project you are passionate about.
I have served because of all the above. As I have aged, and have grown in my faith, Luke 12:48 comes to mind.
“Whoever has been given much, much is expected.” God expects us to serve. He expects us to work for Love of Him and
not for ourselves. Jesus was loyal to His Father and gave us His all. If we are to follow Jesus and be faithful servants
and have an attitude of Christ, we will want serve with our best and “Give it our all!”
Lent provides wonderful opportunities to serve…
* I encourage you to host a Lenten soup Supper for your parish community. Perhaps a short reading on the importance
of Fasting could be shared. Free Will Offering can be donated to a sponsored charity.
*Soles4Souls Shoe Drive— Soles for Souls is a not for profit global social enterprise committed to fighting
poverty through the collection and distribution of shoes. Donate your used shoes. Visit soles4souls.org
for more information.
*Do you love to bake? Organize an Easter bake sale or take orders for homemade pies for Easter Dinner. Engage as
many women as you can and enjoy good company in the Kitchen! Give proceeds to local charity or to Diocesan Service
Project: Heartland Girls Ranch.
* Host a “Zero Screen Time” Day. Organize a game day for families. Provide games, snacks and music. Families can also
bring along their favorite games to share. Be sure to share with parents the benefits of play and hazards of the media
and screen time. (Visit www.nccw.org for information on media).
*Pamper and Pretty—During Holy Week, Pamper the widows or single moms by offering to give them a manicure. Share
coffee and social time. Encourage them to come to church for Holy Week Services.
*Book Drive- Most institutions(prisons, nursing homes, developmentally handicapped) have poor
book collections for their residents. Contact the director of an institution and ask what types of
books they have need for. Offer books with good literary value and inspirational messages. Collect
gently used books, deliver and visit with the residents!
It is with an attitude of Christ that so many parishes have worked hard and joined in community, to raise funds and
donations for Heartland Girls Ranch, our Diocesan Service Project. A great effort has been made toward awareness
about sexual exploitation and trafficking as well. Financial donations are accepted at any time.

LEGISLATION

By Dorothy Vandendriessche

The election is over, but our responsibilities are not! As Catholics we are responsible to be active in our legislature.
Minnesota Catholic Conference’s recent email states, “As Catholics committed to building a culture of life and
advancing the common good, we must recognize that this new landscape will likely bring opportunities, but also
challenges.” “Political life is not just about what other people who we call “politicians” do in Washington. It’s
about what WE do in our corner of the vineyard”.
What can I do as an individual? Will I promote unity among my fellow Americans or discord? Some practical
suggestions for individuals and CCW groups may include the following.
Call your legislatures to introduce yourself and state issues which concern you, both pros and cons.
Instigate petitions, letters and phone calls to support specific prolife legislation.
Promote love and peace within your own household. Barbara Bush said, “Your success as a family... our
success as a nation... depends not on what happens inside the White House, but on what happens inside
your house. “
Register individuals, including yourself, for a wonderful informative day, Catholics at the Capital 2017,
initiated by Minnesota Catholic conference, on March 9, 9 AM -4 PM, St. Paul, MN. According to MCC, this
is an “opportunity to learn about the key challenges facing our state, gain insights into effective advocacy,
and have conversations with elected officials about the issues that matter to you”. Go to https://
catholicsatthecapitol.org/ to register ($25 for early registration, $10 for student).
If not already a member, join the Catholic Advocacy Network: https://mncatholic.org/actioncenter/
You and I can make a difference. Calls, letters and visits really do influence our legislators!
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Prayer to End Domestic Violence

(Please pray on the First Saturday of every month to end domestic violence)

O God, our world at times is divided and hostile. Some people consider
themselves dominant over others based on gender, race, color, class or status.
Through your Son’s cross our world can be reconciled; the walls of hostility can
be broken. We pray for all women who experience the pain and suffering of
violence, that they may feel your healing touch and be at peace in your living
embrace. We pray for those who victimize and abuse others, that they may see
the errors of their sins and seek repentance. Through the intercession of Our
Lady of Good Counsel, may we understand and support those who may come
to us for help. We ask these things through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

By Doreen Peterson
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What is the NUDCCW Scholarship Program?
· The NUDCCW Scholarship Program offers scholarship monies for educational and spiritual growth to our
CCW groups and parish members who are volunteers or employees involved in various parish ministries.
Who is eligible to apply?
· CCW Groups
· CCW Leaders
· Individuals in Parish and Catholic School Ministry
· Youth Parish Ministry Volunteers
Scholarship Grants may be used for the following:
· Workshops, institutes, conferences, seminars, classes, courses or convention registration that aid individuals
in Parish and/or Catholic School Ministry
· CCW Functions such as National, Province or New Ulm Convention Registration
· Enrichment for Parish CCW Groups such as:
Speaker cost, purchase of CD/ DVD/books that would encourage and help members in their faith growth
What amount may one apply?
· MAXIMUM amount of an individual scholarship is $200.00 with the exception of those attending the
National Council of Catholic Women Convention. For the NCCW Convention the total amount of the
registration is eligible plus an additional $ 250.00 for travel/lodging expenses.
· An individual Scholarship is for tuition or registration fees only. Scholarship cannot be used for lodging,
travel or meals.
How to apply for a scholarship?
· If a volunteer or employee is interested, they should contact their Parish Scholarship Coordinator or Parish
CCW President to obtain information. Interested applicants are encouraged to attend their local parish
CCW meeting to receive the application.
· Applicant should complete the application form. Your parish ministry must be indicated.
· Answer all questions on the application form.
· TWO signatures are required on the application: the Parish CCW Scholarship Coordinator or CCW president
AND your Parish Pastor or Pastoral Administrator. The application will not be considered without these two
signatures.
· Mail completed application form to Diocesan Scholarship Coordinator. (Address is on the application). You
must use the application form for the current year (2016-2017).
Application must be postmarked by March 1, 2017.
We want the Scholarship Program to benefit as many people as we can possibly reach. We need strong
Catholics! Remember that one of the requirements is that your parish CCW must donate some monies to
this program in order for their parish members to be considered for a scholarship. We do rely on the
generous scholarship donations from the local parish CCW’s and, of course, need applicants in order to
continue to have this program be a success. Our thanks to all of the parishes who are so generous in their
giving which allows this program to continue to be a vital part of our organization.
If you have questions regarding the scholarship program, please contact Doreen Peterson, NUDCCW
Scholarship Coordinator.
Phone: (507)532-3316 or email: deananddoreen@live.com

WE ARE CALLED TO HELP OUR SISTERS IN CHRIST THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. Often we have been
asked by women in our parish CCW’s — What is Catholic Relief Services – is it a reputable charitable
organization? The same regarding Cross Catholic Outreach? Yes, these are the organizations that reach
out to the needy in the world and rely on our donations to help wherever possible. NCCW is partnering
with both of these organizations and encourages all of our CCW groups to help our needy Sisters in
Christ! The following provides a brief description of where they provide help. More information can be
found on their websites. www.crs.org and www.crosscatholic.org
The headquarters for CRS is located in Baltimore, Maryland and the headquarters for Cross Catholic
Outreach is located in Boca Raton, Florida.
Catholic Relief Services partners with NCCW to help women through the
Works of Peace and Reconciliation, an effort created by CRS and NCCW.
Works of Peace and Reconciliation funds the following programs:
Water for Life: provides clean and safe water;
Madonna Plan: empowers women by improving the well-being of mothers and expectant mothers through
projects in the areas of health, education, and financial security;
Refugee Women Emergency Fund: offers food, water, medicine, shelter, and opportunities to secure
future livelihood and income for women and children who are refugees, internally displaced persons, or
victims of natural disasters; and
Help-a-Child: assists children through family and community-based programs. A priority is placed on
providing food and medicine, schools and the training of teachers, health care and immunization, youth
centers for teens, help for disabled and vulnerable children, etc.

Cross Catholic Outreach partners with NCCW and
focuses on these particular programs:
Haiti – Marie Louise Bayle Center – ministering in the trenches. The Sisters of Mary Immaculate provide
help to poor families living in the slums of northeast Haiti province. They offer nutritional, medical and
educational programs for children and youth, and foster students’ spiritual formation through daily prayer,
songs, bible readings and reflection. They train mothers and caregivers in first aid, vaccinations and nutrition.
Haiti – St. Jean Evangeliste Home – Fighting Human Trafficking. When authorities thwart human trafficking
attempts at the Dominican Republic border, they often discover victimized children. Alone and too young to
understand what is going on, these boys and girls cannot provide their home addresses or their parents’ full
names, consequently the authorities cannot reunite them with their families. The Evangeliste Sisters give
these needy children a safe, loving place to stay while authorities work to identify the children and find their
parents. The sisters also help raise awareness about the area’s human trafficking problem.
Guatemala – St. Joseph Nutrition Center – rescues starving children. They send rescue teams into poor,
remote villages near Sacapa, Guatemala to find children dying of starvation. Some of the children rescues are
taken to St. Joseph Nutrition Center, operated by the Capuchin Sisters. The children are provided with food,
medicine, prayer and loving care until their health is restored. The Center also works with the parents to
educate them on nutrition, health and hygiene.
PLEASE BE GENEROUS IN YOUR GIVING. WE ARE REALLY BLESSED WITH ALL THAT WE HAVE!
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By Kathleen Goedtke
Prayer changes people. Prayer changes hearts. Last fall’s 40 Days for Life Campaign was the largest mobilization
of pro-lifers in US history. This campaign of 270 peaceful prayer vigils held outside of Planned Parenthood
facilities throughout the United States was held right before the elections from September 28-November 6,
2016 and witnessed 872 babies saved and 8 abortion workers quitting. We rejoice in the victories won in this
campaign and the victories won in the election. God has been merciful to us. Humbly, we recognize His mercy
and acknowledge that this battle is a spiritual battle, a battle for souls. Matt Britton, chairman of the Board
and General Counsel for 40 Days for Life said that the answer to this battle “isn’t in government….the solution
won’t be found in policy or healthcare policies. It’s going to be found inside of ourselves, answering the call of
our Lord.” Deep inside each of us our Lord is gently calling us… He is gently calling you…. Are we listening? Are
you listening? How will you help make a difference?
Mercy. What is mercy? The definition is: Compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within
ones power to punish or harm. This is what Jesus Christ has shown to each of us by his death on the cross. He
took our punishment. This past Year of Mercy has been a year to focus on, contemplate and witness God’s
unfathomable Divine Mercy. When we truly recognize that we are all sinners and that none of us deserve this
mercy, we experience conversion in our own souls and are led to extend that same mercy to those around us.
Our hearts are changed so we can help bring about change in the hearts of those around us. We are transformed
and we develop a tenderness for our neighbor. Mercy helps us to recognize the dignity of every human life; the
unborn, the handicapped, the elderly, the marginalized, the rejected. Humbly we recognize that we are all in
need of God’s tender mercy.
This Lent, how will you extend this same mercy to others that God has graciously and lovingly given you? How
will you recognize the dignity of the life of each person God places in your life today and every day? Consider
some of these ideas:
Pray for the unborn:
·
Participate in the upcoming 40 Days for Life Campaign from March 1- April 9, 2017
·
Pray and fast for the unborn and for the conversion of the hearts of their mothers and fathers.
·
Pray and fast for the conversion of hearts within our nation and world.
·
Attend or organize a 12 or 24 hour adoration time to pray for the unborn.
Exercise the Corporal Works of Mercy:
· Invite someone to supper who often experiences rejection.
· Serve others their meal before you.
· De-clutter your closet and home and give away clothes and “stuff”.
· Sacrifice 30 minutes of your time to write a note of encouragement or 60 minutes of your time
to visit someone who is ill, lonely or homebound.
· Attend a funeral.
Exercise the Spiritual Works of Mercy:
· Listen to someone who is forgotten, struggling, hurting or confused.
·
Allow others to go first.
· Replace sharp or cutting words with loving, kind and encouraging words or appreciation.
· Stop. Recognize Jesus in another person and consider their needs.
· Encourage someone who has been away from the church and sacraments to come back.
· Give someone a ride to Mass and/or reconciliation.
· Forgive someone whom you have struggled to forgive. Extend the same mercy God has extended
to you, to them.
· Try to recognize the selfishness within you and strive to be more generous.
Say “yes” to Jesus. Allow yourself to be transformed so you can be an instrument of His mercy this Lent and
each and every day. In doing so, you will not only acknowledge the dignity of your own life but the life of those
around you. Will they know you are a Christian by your love?
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CALENDAR
of

events

Diocesan CCW Spring Gatherings
Thursday, March 7, 2017 ................. Region
Saturday, March 9, 2017 .................. Region
Tuesday, March 11, 2017 ................. Region
Thursday, March 16, 2017 ............... Region
Monday, March 20, 2017................. Region
Tuesday, April 4, 2017....................... Region

3 ............................ Ss. Peter & Paul, Ivanhoe, MN
2 .................................. St. Joseph, Lamberton, MN
6 ...............................Holy Family, Silver Lake, MN
1 ..................................... Cathedral, New Ulm, MN
5 ................................. Sacred Heart, Franklin, MN
4 ........................................ St. Mary, Beardsley, MN

February 11, 2017 ...................... DCCW Board Meeting, Holy Rosary, North Mankato, MN
Month of March ............................................................................ National Food Shelf Month
March 1, 2017 .............................................................................. Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins
March 1st-April 15th ...................................................................................... 40 Days For Life
March 1, 2017 ............................... DCCW Scholarship Donations & Applications Deadline
March 23, 2017 ...................... Bishop Lucker Lecture, St. Catherine’s, Redwood Falls, MN
April 6, 2017 ................................................................................... Chrism Mass, Location TBA
April 16, 2017........................................................................................................ Easter Sunday
April 28, 2017................... Pre-Convention DCCW Board Mtg., St. Mary’s, Sleepy Eye, MN
April 29, 2017............................................... DCCW Convention, St. Mary’s, Sleepy Eye, MN
Every Day ........................................................................................................ Pray for Vocations

By Mary Mulloy
Dear Fellow Historians:
Winter blessings to all of you! I hope you had a great time celebrating the
greatest birthday ever, Jesus’ birthday – Christmas. Now that we are into
the winter season, it would be a good time to catch up on the history books.
There are all kinds of details you can add to each page, making it fun and
interesting. The only thing to watch is to be sure to use acid-free items.
Acid-free things are becoming easier to find. Maybe some may even be on
sale! You can post the Christmas, Advent, Holy Family and New Year
celebrations. These are great pictures to decorate and add to the history
book. It all takes time but the winter season seems to provide this indoor
time. Be sure to relax and enjoy the time you spend recording the history of
your parish, region, or diocese.
Should you have any questions, please contact me and I will try to help you.
My phone number is (507) 247-4234.
God bless!
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