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NOVEMBER - THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS
As the weather grows colder and the leaves fall, and Thanksgiving and Christmas approach, it is natural that
our thoughts turn to those whom we have loved who are no longer with us.
How appropriate, then, that the Catholic Church offers us November, which begins with All Saints Day and
All Souls Day, as the Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory—those who have died in grace, yet who failed in
this life to make satisfaction for all of their sins.
Purgatory is where those who have died in grace, but who have not fully atoned for the temporal punishments resulting from their sins, go to finish their atonement before entering Heaven.
As Christians, we don’t travel through this world alone. Our salvation is wrapped up with the salvation of
others, and charity requires us to come to their aid. The same is true of the Holy Souls. In their time in
Purgatory, they can pray for us, and we should pray for the faithful departed that they may be freed from the
punishment for their sins and enter into Heaven.
We should pray for the dead throughout the year, especially on the anniversary of their death, but in this
Month of the Holy Souls, we should devote some time every day to prayer for the dead. We should start with
those closest to us—our mother and father, for instance—but we should also offer prayers for all the souls,
and especially for those most forsaken.
Prayer for the dead, however, is one of the greatest acts of charity we can perform, to help them during their
time in Purgatory, so that they can enter more quickly into the fullness of heaven.

PRAY
for the
HOLY SOULS
in
PURGATORY
A great spiritual work of mercy
for the Church Suffering

NOVEMBER IS ALSO KNOWN AS THE
MONTH OF GIVING THANKS.

A lot of people want to know what Thanksgiving Day is and why it is celebrated. . Thanksgiving Day is
celebrated in America on the 4th Thursday of November and on the 2nd Monday of October in Canada.
The day is a national holiday (not a religious holiday) in both U.S. and Canada. On this day people gather
for a day of feasting with family, friends and relatives.
Thanksgiving Day was celebrated in 1623 after the end of a long drought that had threatened the crops and
the governor called for a religious fast. After days of fasting Thanksgiving Day was celebrated.
In 1789 George Washington issued the first thanksgiving proclamation by the national government of USA.
In 1817 NewYork became the 1st state to adopt an annual thanksgiving holiday officially. In 1827 a
magazine editor Sarah Josepha Hale launched a campaign to make the day as a national holiday. For 36
years she published various editorials and sent numbers of letters to governor. Finally in 1863, at the height
of the civil war Abraham Lincoln scheduled Thanksgiving Day for the final Thursday in November. After
that year, it was celebrated each year until 1939, when President Franklin D, Roosevelt moved the holiday
up a week in an attempt to spur retail sales during a depression. Even though it is not a religious holiday in
the church, prayers of thanks and special ceremonies of thanksgiving are common among all religions.

POSSIBLE CCW ACTIVITIES DURING MONTH OF NOVEMBER:
Prepare a Goodies Plate for the Shut-ins/elderly in your parish and deliver along with a visit with them.
Organize a food drive and donate to local Food Shelf
Schedule a short Prayer Service in your parish at a convenient time and invite parishioners to attend in
thanksgiving for God’s abundance of blessings this past year.

THE LITURGICAL YEAR
The liturgical year is also known as the church year. The
church year consists of six liturgical seasons: Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time after Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Ordinary Time after Pentecost. Seasons begin or end based on a
movable feast and so some seasons vary in length from year
to year, and vary as to the calendar dates. Within the standard calendar year, the Church year starts in early December
(or as in this year the end of November) and goes through
the following November and ends with the Feast of Christ
The King.
I include this information in this newsletter because we are coming to the end of our church year on Sunday,
November 20th, The Feast of Christ The King.
This also marks the conclusion of the JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY.

THE CLOSING OF THE HOLY DOORS IN OUR DIOCESE
Mass and Closing of Holy Door at Schoenstatt Shrine
Saturday, November 12, 2016
11:00am -12:00pm
Schoenstatt on the Lake
27762 County Road 27 Sleepy Eye, MN, 56085
Mass and Closing of the Holy Door at the Schoenstatt Jubilee Family Shrine, celebrated by the Bishop's
delegate, Msgr. Eugene Lozinski. Mass will begin at 11:00 am, followed by a reception.
Mass and Closing of Holy Door at the Cathedral
Sunday, November 20, 2016
3:00pm - 4:30pm
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
605 North State Street New Ulm, MN, 56073
Join Bishop John LeVoir for the Closing Mass of the Jubilee Year of Mercy and the ceremonial closing of
the "Door of Mercy" at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. Your last opportunity to gain the plenary indulgence of the Jubilee Year!

Just because The Jubilee Year of Mercy comes to a close does not mean we forget to
continue to carry out the Works of Mercy in our CCW Activities. During this year of
Mercy, there was the invitation to love both God and our neighbor more fully in the midst of the opportunities and challenges that each day presents. Pope Francis quotes: “Let us be renewed by God's mercy ...
and let us become agents of this mercy, channels through which God can water the earth, protect all
creation and make justice and peace flourish.”

THE START OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR
The first Sunday of

Sunday, November 27, 2016
It’s not too early to start planning some CCW activities for the Advent Season.
Suggestions:

Christmas Cookie Exchange
Encourage Family Advent Prayers/along with an Advent Wreath
Nursing Home Visits
Send Greetings to your Shepherd of the Field

National Vocation Awareness Week - November 6-12, 2016
National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) is an annual week-long celebration of the Catholic Church in
the United States dedicated to promote vocations to the priesthood, deaconate and consecrated life through
prayer and education, and to renew our prayers and support for those who are considering one of these
particular vocations.
Please pray for young people in our communities that they may respond generously with open hearts and
willing spirits if the Lord calls them to the priesthood, deaconate, or consecrated life. Maybe this is a time
when your CCW can send a card of encouragement to all of our seminarians.

Founded in 1962, National Center on Sexual Exploitation is
the leading national organization opposing pornography by
highlighting the links to sex trafficking, violence against women,
child abuse, addiction and more. The organization changed its
name from Morality In Media to the National Center on
Sexual Exploitation early in 2015 to better describe the
organization’s scope and mission, which is to expose the
seamless connection between all forms of sexual exploitation.

SOME STATISTICS:
A Multibillion dollar industry
Pornography is a $12-$13 billion-a-year industry-more than the combined annual revenues of the CocaCola and McDonnell Douglas corporations.
The average age of first internet exposure to pornography is 11 years, possibly even younger now!
As of July 2003, there were 260 million pages of porn online, an increase of 1800% since 1998. Porn
amounts to about 7% of the 3.3 billion pages indexed by Google. I don’t have the increase since then!
THESE ARE ONLY A FEW STATISTICS: It’s staggering. Check out www.national center on sexual
exploitation.org to get some ideas of what you can do to help educate people of the dangers. Find out how
it’s affecting marriages, our families and our young people.

HOW WILL YOU VOTE IN THE COMING ELECTION?
I recently read an article in the “The Catholic Servant” Newspaper by Dr.
Nancy Therese Miller, a medical doctor’s perspective on the issue of
human life. and would like to share some of her comments from her
article. I hope she doesn’t mind! (Copies of this newspaper were in the Gathering
Space at my daughter’s parish, St. Peter’s Catholic Church, in Richfield, MN and it looked
interesting so I took a copy - excellent articles in the issue that I got.)

Dr. Nancy Miller talked about her medical background and experience with abortion in her article. She
indicated that when she was in medical schoool she was intrigued and driven to find out and see exactly when
human life begins. So one great day she witnessed human conception taking place on the big screen: egg
meeting sperm and the subsequent division of cells and on and on until a human heart was beating only 18 days
after conception. Yes -- human life begins at conception and all scientists now agree with this truth. Another
truth she indicate that she learned later --- abortion is a grave evil. This surgical (or chemical) procedure
intentionally destroys a human life. Of the many factors leading to the escalating violence in the United States,
she firmly believes the current violence is directly linked to abortion on demand -- legal in the U.S. until the
baby is full term or the mother is 40 weeks pregnant. The surgical procedure is the most evil technique she
has ever seen. We can do better for women and for families. Early in her career she served as pathologist at
St. Paul Regions Hospital. One of the most common surgical procedures was abortion and her job then was to
carefully reassemble the baby body parts to make sure nothing was left behind in the woman’s body by the
aborting surgeon. If she couldn’t account for all body parts, the surgeon would have to go back in and
recover them in order to try to prevent life-threatening infection in the mother. This was an eye-opening, sad
experience. She was 25 at the time and she states -- assembling dead baby parts will always be part of her
experience. It is a grisly business and our tax dollars pay PLANNED PARENTHOOD millions of dollars
annually to fund this ongoing horror.
Later as a private medical practitioner, she has seen thousands of women over the past 28 years who suffered
latent effects of the abortions they had.
Blessed Pope Paul VI wrote a beautiful short encyclical in 1968 entitled HUMANAE VITAE. In it he
predicted with 100% accuracy what would befall women should contraception become widespread. Every
prophecy has come true. Look it up on-line - it’s an easy read!
First prophecy: the man may lose respect for the woman and may consider her a mere instrument of selfish
enjoyment and no longer his respected and beloved companion.
Another prophecy: “Conjugal infidelity” would increase.
Another prophecy: General lowering of morality.
Another prophecy: Governments may force women to use contraception. There are more and all have come
true today!!!!
Contraception has taken away women’s freedom, not supplied it!!!! The alternative is Natural Family Planning and when she has taught Natural Family Planning for marriage preparation, she said it was amazing to
see how happy couples looked during follow-up clinic visits. Confidence is returned - shoulders back up and
dignity restored. We must be morally courageous. The basic building block of society is the family and once
the family is destroyed, the rest of society will be destroyed. Her beloved father, Tom Olson, told her this and
the reality never left her. Her dad was a strong opponent of abortion not only for the baby, but for the damage
it caused with the couples he was counseling for marital difficulties. She stated that her parents left the
Democratic Party because of its abortion platform. We need to talk truths in this election -- hard as they are.
She emphasizes that we all need to know how gravely evil abortion is. She goes on to say she is an
eye witness. On the scale of evils -- abortion ranks right on the top. She indicated she has learned
much from her life experiences. For example: my/our time on this earth is very short. I now live like this is
my last year. When I go before our heavenly Father, I don’t want to tell Him that I never spoke up for His
most vulnerable.
Dr. Nancy Miller currently is a medical doctor and crrently serves as Medical Director of Hospice in Rochester, MN
and Medical Director at Abria Pregnancy Resource (located across from Planned Parenthood on University Avenue in
St. Paul).

40 DAYS FOR LIFE
Since this 40 Days For Life Campaign began on September 28, our local leaders around the world
are reporting ...
... 527 mothers who've chosen life for their babies -- that we know of! Remember this number
reflects only those mothers who changed their mind, and revealed that decision to the vigil
leaders. We’ll never know how many more actually decided to “not have an abortion” after
witnessing the peaceful praying going on in front of the abortion clinic they were going to enter.
Prayers are being answered ... at the last possible moment.
To God be all the glory! Sat, November 5 th this campaign’s Ending Rally in St Cloud will be
held. We thank everyone who Prayed, Fasted, Offered Up Suffering or Stood Vigil with us!!
We are proud to be a part of this national campaign which truly does save babies from abortion &
mothers & fathers from a life of regret.
As you go to the polls on Nov. 8th----Please vote 4 LIFE!!! THANK YOU.
Submitted by Judy Haag 40 Days For Life-St Cloud

320-453-7592

judy4life@meltel.net

MSICELLANEOUS
Check out the NCCW website and our Diocesan CCW website for lots of resources and information to
help you with your work in Council. www.nccw.org and www.nudccw.org
Reminder: please pay your DCCW and NCCW dues when you receive your dues notices for the
coming year. Both are due by January 1, 2017.

NCCW: A Million works of Mercy
Are you keeping track of your many works of mercy and forwarding to Jane Carter? Her address is on the
NCCW website. Also, the tally sheet is on the NCCW website if that makes it easier to do or just list the
work of mercy that you did, how many helped with the work of mercy and how often was it done. For
instance if you pray for someone everyday, then you count it for every day. This is your last chance to
submit your works of mercy. All need to be submitted by November 20th - the close of the Year of
Mercy!

St. Martin de Porres
Ferast Day November 3rd
St. Martin de Porres was born in Lima, Peru on December 9,
1579. Martin was born to a Spanish knight and a freed black
slave from Panama of African or possibly Native American
descent. Martin and his sister were half-castes in a society
where this meant loss of privilege. In Peru, by law, all descendants of African or Indians were not allowed to become
full members of religious orders but he was finnaly admitted to
the Dominican friary and servesd as a barber, infirmarian, and
farm-laborer and became known for his care of the sick and
the poor. In January of 1639, when Martin was 60-years-old, he became very ill with chills, fevers and
tremors causing him agonizing pain. He would experience almost a year full of illness until he passed away
on November 3, 1639. St. Martin de Porres was beatified by Pope Gregory XVI on October 29, 1837
and canonized by Pope John XXIII on May 6, 1962. He has become the patron saint of people of mixed
race, innkeepers, barbers, and public health workers. May we learn from him how to speak out for God in
a society that has great difficulty dealing with race, poverty, and care for the outcast.

St. Gertrude The Great
Feast Day November 16th
Gertrude: the only female Saint to be called "the Great" She was born on January
6, 1256 in the little town of Eisleben in Thuringia. At age 5 she was placed in the
care of the Benedictine nuns at Helfta in Saxony. Gertrude of Helfta was a highly
intelligent woman and eventually Gertrude became a nun, and she began to experience mystical visions. In time, these visions and her spiritual instructions were
collected into five books. Only the second is her own composition, while the other
four, are based on her notes. She was one of the first advocates of devotion to the Sacred Heart. She died
at the age of 45 in Savony, Germany on November 17, 1302. Saint Gertrude’s life is another reminder that
the heart of the Christian life is prayer: private and liturgical, ordinary or mystical, but always personal. She
is the patron saint of the West Indies.

St. Catherine of Alexandria
Feast Day November 25th
St. Catherine’s feast has been celebrated in the Eastern Church since the ninth
century. According to tradition, she was born in Alexandria to a noble family and
converted to Christianity because of a vision and at the age of 18, she debated 50
pagan philosophers. Amazed at her wisdom and debating skills, they became
Christians—as did about 200 soldiers and members of the emperor’s family. All of
them were martyred. She refused a marriage arranged by the Emperor, Maxentius,
and denounced him for persecuting Christians. She was then arrested, tortured, and
martyred. Sentenced to be executed on a spiked wheel, Catherine touched the wheel and it shattered but
later she was beheaded. Devotion to her spread as a result of the Crusades. She is the patroness of students, teachers, librarians and lawyers. May we imitate her willingness to live the Christian faith despite
hardships.

NOVEMBER
PRAYER INTENTIONS

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER
Universal: That the countries which take in a great number of displaced persons and refugees
may find support for their efforts which show solidarity.
Evangelization: That within parishes, priests and lay people may collaborate in service to the
community without giving into the temptation of discouragement.
BISHOP’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER
For the poor souls in Purgatory, that they may soon see God face to face.

Dear Sisters in Christ -FROM YOUR EDITOR
We are coming to the close of our Liturgical Year and soon to begin a
new church year. May this be a time for a renewal of our faith commitment in our parishes and continue to carry out our CCW acts of
mercy as we were all challenged to do during this Year of Mercy.
Please share the information in this newsletter so that more will benefit
than just yourself. I have tried to put different ideas in the newsletter
to help you in your work. I know there is much more that could be
included but that doesn’t mean you can’t do whatever you see as a
need in your parish.
May this month truly be a month of blessings and thanksgiving for all of you and your families.
Blessings,
Donna Sanders
DCCW Newsletter Editor

