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Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem --days before He was
crucified. Palm branches are widely recognized as the symbol of peace and victory
- hence their preferred use on Palm Sunday.
During Palm Sunday Mass, palms are distributed to parishioners who carry them in
a procession into church where they are blessed and many people will fashion them
into small crosses or other iems of personal devotion.
DID YOU KNOW: because the palms are blessed, they may not be discarded as
trash. Instead, they are to be gathered at the church and incinerated to create the
ashes that will be used in the following year’s Ash Wednesday observance.
The colors of the Mass on Palm Sunday are red and white, symbolizing the redemption in blood that Christ paid for the world.

EASTER TRIDUUM
The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum -- from the evening of
Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter Sunday. Through chronologically three
days, they are liturgically one day unfolding for us the unity of Christ’s Paschal
Mystery.
The single celebration of the Triduum marks the end of the Lenten Season, and
leads to the Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord at the Easter Vigil.
The liturgical services that take place during the Triduum are:
Mass of The Lord’s Supper --- Holy Thursday
Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord -- Holy Saturday
The Blessing of Light
Liturgy of the Word
The Blessing of Water
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Easter is more than one day ---- It’s an entire season of the Church year that begins with the
Easter Octave and ends at Pentecost.
The gospel readings during the Octave include some of the most beautiful passages of scripture
from the time after Jesus’ resurrection and His first encounters with His friends and disciples.
Those readings remind us of the importance of Jesus’ resurrection and the power of His ministry
here on earth. Jesus appeared to His friends and disciples that they might continue to share the
Good News in word and deed with everyone they would meet.

The Octave of Easter ends on the Second Sunday of Easter, The Sunday of
Divine Mercy. In the Jubilee Year 2000, at the Mass in which he canonized
the humble religious Sister Faustina Kowalska, Blessed John Paul II declared
that from then on throughout the Church the Second Sunday of Easter would
also be called the Sunday of Divine Mercy. This is entirely appropriate since,
as Blessed John Paul II reminded us, “Divine Mercy is “the Easter gift that the
Church receives from the risen Christ and offers to humanity... .”
Through Saint Faustina, our Lord promised an abundance of graces to the
faithful who devoutly observe the Sunday of Divine Mercy.

Divine Mercy Sunday is a very special Sunday when the Divine
floodgates from Heaven are wide-opened and Jesus offers us the total
forgiveness of all sins and punishment to any soul, who goes to
Confession and receives Him in Holy Communion, on that day.

There will be a special celebration on the Sunday of Divine Mercy, April 3rd, in our diocese at the Cathedral
in New Ulm during this special Extraordinary Jubilee YEAR OF MERCY. Find the schedule and more
details regarding this event on the Diocesan website: www.dnu.org This is a wonderful opportunity if you
or anyone in your parish can attend.

How To Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Using regular Rosary beads
Optional Opening Prayers:
You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole
world.
O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.
(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust
in You!
RECITE: Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle’s Creed
For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray)
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ,
in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.
(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray)
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.
Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times)
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.
Optional Closing Prayer
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and
increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great
confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.

Jesus said to Sister Faustina: “... I want the whole world to know My Infinite Mercy. I want to give unimaginable grace to those who trust in My Mercy...”
“... when this Chaplet is said in the presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the dying
person not as the just judge but as the Merciful Savior”.

WORKS OF MERCY PROJECT
PARISH CCW’S --- CONSIDER PARTICIPATING IN THIS NATIONAL CCW PROJECT. It is easy to do -- all that your members have to do is to keep track of all
the good works of mercy that are being done during each month. A sample form is on
the NCCW website www.nccw.org

A Million Works of Mercy!
By Jane Carter, NCCW Supporting Member

Calling all NCCW members: START C-O-U-N-T-I-N-G!
Council members are doing good deeds, serving those in need, and praying for others every day. It is
who we are. It is our call and our mission, every day—in big and small ways. And during this
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, we are even more conscious of the importance of our works.
On April 3, 2016, the Feast of Divine Mercy, members of NCCW ---- START C-O-U-N-T-I-N-G every
work of mercy performed. As we feed the hungry, pray for our friends and family, clothe the naked,
counsel those in crisis, visit the sick, serve funeral lunches and comfort the sorrowing—those
merciful works we do every day—we will be C-O-U-N-T-I-N-G. We will add them up—from one to a
hundred to a thousand and more—until we reach our goal of a MILLION before the end of the
Jubilee Year—The Feast of Christ the King on November 20, 2016.
Add up your Works of Mercy as an individual or as an affiliate, whatever works best for you and
then send in your tally every month and watch the totals grow. Email to mercynccw@gmail.com or
mail them to Jane Carter, P.O. Box 4756, Oak Ridge, TN, 37831 at the end of every month.

2016 NCCW CONVENTION
Consider attending the NCCW Convention this year from Sept. 7-10 in Indianapolis - it is a wonderful time to reconnect and to make new friends from across the nation that share our Catholic faith. Great speakers already lined up Sister Donna Markham, OP, CEO of Catholic Charities, Judy Hehr, Catholkic radio show host, Maria Morera
Johnson, Catholic author and speaker and Katerina Rosenblatt, trafficking survivor and founder of There is Hope for
Me, Beautiful liturgies being planned with Archbishop Tobin celebrant of the Opening Mass, Bishop Parkes, NCCW
Episcopal Liaison, celebrating the Friday Mass for all deceased members of NCCW and Archbishop Kurtz celebrating
our closing Mass along with many workshops being planned by our National Commissions and Leadership Training
Development Team.
WOW - what an exciting agenda - please consider joining the New Ulm delegation traveling to this convention. All of
you are welcome to experience this wonderful opportunity for FAITH GROWTH!
For more information contact our Diocesan President, Jan Noyes or our Incoming President, Ronda
Mathiowetz.

PARISH CCW PRESIDENTS: PLEASE, PLEASE encourage women from your
parish to attend this exciting day for spiritual enrichment!
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could fill St. Edward’s Catholic Church on Saturday,
April 23rd with energetic and enthusiastic Catholic women who are excited to learn
and grow in their Catholic faith????
We are so in need of Catholic women who are excited about their Catholic faith and
willing to carry out the Lord’s work in this mixed up world today!!

St. Mary of Cleophas - Feastday - April 9th
She supposedly was one of the “three Marys” who followed Our Lord and stood
at the foot of the Cross on Calvary when He died. Most of what is known about
her is legend. She was believed to be the wife of Saint Cleophas, the brother
of Saint Joseph and the mother of Saint Simon, Saint James the Less and Saint
Jude, Apostles, and of Saint Mary Salome, the mother of the Apostles Saint
James the Greater and Saint John.
Legend states that Saint Mary of Cleophas was put on a boat with others by the Jews in the year
47, and pushed out to sea without sails or oars. She died in France. The island in France where
she landed, after her miraculous journey from Jerusalem, is called les Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer
(“the Holy Marys of the Sea”), named for Saint Mary of Cleophas, Saint Mary Magdalen and Saint
Mary Salome.

St. Mark The Evangelist - Feastday - April 25th
St. Mark is believed to have been born in Pentapolis, North Africa. His family moved to Jerusalem
where Mark was well educated. His mother became one of the earliest converts to Christianity
while living in Jerusalem. The disciples of Jesus were welcomed into her house and this is where
Mark met Peter, Paul and Barnabas. Mark did not witness all of the events surrounding the life of
Jesus but he documented details of his life in the second Gospel as told to him by St. Peter probably
in Rome somtime before the year 60AD. It was written in Greek for the Gentile converts to Christianity. Mark is, however, believed to be one of the servants at the Marriage at Cana who poured
out the water that Jesus turned to wine. After the death of Jesus, Mark travelled with Peter
to Rome and then, following the death of Peter, travelled with Paul and his cousin Barnabas to Cypress on their
evangelist missions. Tradition also ascribes to him the founding of the Church in Alexandria. St. Mark the Evangelist
died in 68AD of natural causes. He is usually depicted holding a pen in his right hand and the gospel in his left with a
lion at his side. He is the patron saint of notaries.

St. Catherine of Siena - Feastday - April 29th
St. Catherine of Siena was born during the outbreak of the plague in Siena, Italy on
March 25, 1347. She was the 25th child born to her mother, although half of her
brothers and sisters did not survive childhood. Catherine herself was a twin, but
her sister did not survive infancy.
Despite Catherine’s religious nature, she did not choose to enter a convent and
instead she joined the Third Order of St. Dominic which allowed her to associate
with a religious society while living at home. the Dominican sisters taught St.
Catherine how to read becoming a Scholastic philosopher and theologian.
St. Catherine was drawn further into the world as she worked, and eventually she began to travel, calling for reform of
the Church and for people to confess and to love God totally. She became involved in politics, and was key in working
to keep city states loyal to the Pope. She petitioned for peace and was instrumental in persuading the Pope in Avignon
to return to Rome. She also established a monastery for women in 1377 outside of Siena. She is credited with composing over 400 letters, her Dialogue, which is her definitive work, and her prayers. These works are so influential that
St. Catherine would later be declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Paul VI on October 3, 1970. She is one of the
most influential and popular saints in the Church.
She is known as the patroness against fire, illness, miscarriages, people ridiculed for their faith, sexual temptation and
nurses.

MARCH AND APRIL
PRAYER INTENTIONS

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR MARCH:
Universal: That families in need may receive the necessary support; that children may grow up in healthy and
peaceful environments.
Evangelization: That those Christians who on account of their faith are discriminated against or are being
persecuted may remain strong and faithful to the Gospel.
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR APRIL:
Universal: That small farmers may receive a just reward for their precious labor.
Evangelization: That Christians in Africa may give witness to love and faith in Jesus Christ amid politicalreligious conflicts.
BISHOP’S PRAYER INTENTIONS:
FOR MARCH: That we would participate fully in the Jubilee Year of Mercy by living the spiritual and
corporal works of mercy.
FOR APRIL: That the suffering Christians of Syria and Iraq may remain in their homelands and that the
refugees may return to their villages and cities.

FROM YOUR EDITOR

Dear Sisters in Christ -We are entering the most important week in the Liturgical Year and Lent will soon be
over. Are we better persons for what we did or didn’t do during the past six weeks
of Lent??
I just listened to a CD by Fr. Chris Alar, MIC put out by Lighthouse Catholic
Media. He defined MERCY as Love in Action. Isn’t that a wonderful way of
defining our acts of mercy. As I indicated in this newsletter, let us keep track of our
works of mercy or love in action deeds. Will we be surprised by how much we do
or will we be disappointed?
Again my request is that you share this newsletter with the women in your parish. My sincere wishes to all of you for a
very Happy Easter. Please know we continue to appreciate everything that you do for CCW in your parishes.
Blessings,
Donna Sanders
DCCW Newsletter Editor

