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LENT BEGINS
LENT is the season of penance and prayer before Easter.
Because Easter is a moveable feast the date of Easter changes
every year, which means the dates when Lent begins and ends do
too.

A woman prays after receiving ashes on her
forehead in observance of Ash Wednesday at Saint

Lent begins this week on Wednesday, February 10, 2016 and
liturgically will end on Holy Thursday, March 24th immediately
before the Mass of the Lord’s Supper that evening when the
EASTER TRIDUUM begins but penitentially Lent really doesn’t
end until Holy Saturday.

Louis Cathedral, February 6, 2008, in New Orleans,
Louisiana. (Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images).
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During this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis asks that the Church and her
members live out the loving mercy that God has for all of us. Concentrate this Lent on reflecting God’s mercy in your daily life. Focus on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

Human Trafficking—
is a form of Modern-Day Slavery

What is Human Trafficking?
It is where people (predominantly women and children) are forced into involuntary servitude, sex slavery, child sex
tourism, domestic servitude and many other types of forced labor. According to estimates, approximately 80% of
tafficking involves sexual exploitation, and 19% involves labor exploitation.

The United States is one of the top 3 destination points for trafficked victims. It is a 9 billion
dollar industry. Human Trafficking is the 2nd largest criminal enterprise in the world, after drug smuggling and arms
dealing. Human Trafficking is often run by organized crime.
The average age of a young woman being trafficked is 12-14 years of age and the average cost of a slave around the
world is $90.00.
There are anywhere between 600,000-800,000 estimated victims trafficked through international borders every year,
which does not include those trafficked domestically within their own countries. Approximately 18,000 to 20,000, many
of whom are children are believed to be trafficked into the United States annually. Some are lured with the promise of
paid employment in legitimate jobs, others are abducted or purchased from family members.
The International Labor Organization and the United Nations estimates millions of people are victims of forced labor,
domestic servitude or sexual exploitation. Trafficking and slavery are often linked to other crimes including money
laundering, drug trafficking, document forgery, human smuggling, rape and torture.
Information is taken from the USCCB, the United States Health and human Services and
the Coalition of Catholic Organizations AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING Brochure

DIOCESAN-WIDE DCCW SERVICE PROJECT
This project is to help with prayers and provide financial assistance to GRACE PLACE SCHOOL.

HISTORY OF HOW THIS SCHOOL CAME TO BE----------The founder of this school, Elizabeth Coldren, lived in a suburb of Minneapolis in 2006 and a raid was done on a
abrothel just two blocks from her house. They were selling 10 year old girls for sex to 15-20 men a night. When she
became aware of this incident she vowed to do whatever the Lord guided her to in response to the problem of Domestic Sex Trafficking.
She and her family soon moved to Florida and in 2011 Grace Place School was birthed, due to a lack of Christ centered, alternative educationald life skill programs for vulnerable teens. Today it is a SCHOOL OF HOPE targeting
younth, ages 11-18 providing a Christ centered, grace filled environment, rich in truth and love and void of judgement.
There are some that have voiced a concern of why our project is focusing on a school in Florida but the founding of this
school came about because of what the founder experienced in Minnesota so it really doesn’t matter where we are
helping as long as we are doing something to combat this terrible evil in the world.

Let’s do our part to fight against human trafficking. (however little that may be)! Every
parish is asked to participate with a donation.

CCW SPRING GATHERINGS, 2016
All women are invited to attend one of them. If you can’t
attend the one in your region, you are welcome to attend one in
another region. GREAT SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT!

Region I
Thursday, March 31 - St. Mary’s, Arlington (Date change from Winter Newsletter)
Speaker: Amber Collins “Faith & Family
Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m. meal and speaker to follow
Region II
Thursday, March 10 - St. Paul’s, Comfrey
Speaker: John Verly “A Journey to Faith - Stories of Love, Fear & Faith”
Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m. meal and speaker to follow
Region III
Thursday, March 3 - St. Clotilde’s, Green Valley
Speaker: Pat McGill “With the Eyes of Mercy”
Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m. meal and speaker to follow
Region IV
Tuesday, April 5 - Holy Rosary, Graceville
Speaker: John Verly “A Journey to Faith - Stories of Love, Fear & Faith”
Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m. meal and speaker to follow
Region V
Monday, March 14 - St. Willibrord, Gibbon
Speaker: Sr. Mary Ann Kuhn “Our Call to be People of Mercy”
Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m. meal and speaker to follow
Region VI
Saturday, March 5 - St. John’s, Darwin
Speaker: John Verly “A Journey to Faith - Stories of Love, Fear & Faith”
Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m. meal and speaker to follow

Mission
of Love

“MISSION OF LOVE”
Valentine Project for San Lucas children

In the New Ulm Diocesan CCW world, the month of
February is designated as “Mission of Love Month.”
This special project was designed to help the children of San Lucas experience the love of our
parishioners in a personal way. For every $2 donation, a child in San Lucas gets a valentine
which can be redeemed for school and food items.
Make Valentines and then ask families to take as many valentines as they wish, sign their name
and return each one with a donation of $2.00 or more. These Valentines along with the money
then should be sent to Friends of San Lucas, 4679 Cambridge Dr., Eagan, MN 55122 by
March 31, 2016.
The needy children, widows and handicapped in San Lucas will then be given a Valentine and the
recipient then can take the Valentine and exchange it for items such as corn, rice and school
supplies. It is surprising how much food they can get for $2.00 in American money.
This is a wonderful project in your parish for February.

40 Days for Life - Feb. 10 - March 27
(If you can’t participate, please pray for all LIFE!)

March 1st -Deadline for submitting your CCW Scholarship Donations
and for submitting Scholarship Applications for the coming year
to the Diocesan Scholarship Coordinator, Doreen Peterson.
March 7th - Bishop Lucker Lecture, St. Catherine’s, Redwood Falls, MN

“A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just.”
Pope Francis, Lent, 2015
“Everytime you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing. “
Mother Teresa

NUDCCW 57th Annual Convention
St. Edward, Minneota, MN
Saturday - April 23, 2016

“I Have Made You a Light”
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Sheri Wohlfert
The 57th Annual NUDCCW Convention will be held at St. Edward’s in Minneota on Saturday, April
23, 2016. The keynote speaker will be Sheri Wohlfert, a veteran motivational humorist who
combines her huge sense of humor and her deep love of God into presentations that leave the
audience laughing, thinking, praying and finding God’s fingerprints in all corners of life! Sheri has
a Masters Degree in Elementary Education and has been involved in speaking and ministry for
over 20 years. She is a certified Religious Education Instructor by the Diocese of Lansing.
Sheri’s approach to spreading the Gospel message is very down to earth, practical and easy to
understand. She weaves God’s word and truth in with the challenges and celebrations of daily
life, tosses it up with a great scoop of humor and rounds out the message with a careful look at our
sinfulness and sends the crowd off with some practical things to do that will bring about a closer
rela tionship w ith our Loving Fa ther. Check out Sheri’s blog at joyfulwords.org.
WE INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE DIOCESAN CONVENTION in Minneota on Saturday,
April 23, 2016 and take advantage of this opportunity to hear of all Sheri wants to
share with you – a woman of the New Ulm Diocese.

Every parish will be receiving convention registration information in the near future. Please watch
for details!
Start planning to attend - mark the date on your calendar and come to enjoy a day of enrichment listening to a delightful speaker, attending a Mass with women from all parts of the diocese. You
will not be disappointed!!!!

St. Dorothy - Feast Day February 6

Getting To
KnowThe

Saint Dorothy is a 4th-century virgin martyr who was executed at
Caesarea Mazaca. Evidence for her actual historical existence is very
sparse. She should not be confused with another 4th-century saint,
Dorothea of Alexandria. She and Theophilus are mentioned in the
Roman Martyrology as martyrs of Caesarea in Cappadocia and she is
thus officially recognized as a saint, but because there is scarcely any
non-legendary knowledge about her, she is no longer (since 1969)
included in the General Roman Calendar.

The story goes that as she lay dying, martyred for her Christian Faith, a pagan lawyer,
Theophilis, cruelly mocked her saying that she should send him “some apples or roses
from HEAVEN” since they were bothcurrently out of season in the midst of winter and
impossible to get. St. Dorothy just smiled and died. The lawyer was extremely shocked later that day when a small
child appeared at his front door with three freshly picked apples and three freshly picked roses.
The lawyer, Theophilis, became a Christian and later died a martyr as well and became a saint. St. Dorothy is
considered the patron saint of gardeners.

St. Valentine - Feast Day February 14
Saint Valentine, officially known as Saint Valentine of Rome, is a third-century Roman
saint commonly associated with “courtly love.” Although not much of St. Valentine’s life
is reliably known, and whether or not the stories involve two different saints by the same
name is also not officially decided, it is highly agreed that St. Valentine was martyred and
then buried on the Via Flaminia to the north of Rome. In 1969, the Roman Catholic Church
removed St. Valentine from the General Roman Calendar, because so little is known about
him. However, the church still recognizes him as a saint, listing him in the February 14 spot
of Roman Martyrolgy.
One common story about St. Valentine is that in one point of his life, as the former Bishop
of Terni, Narnia and Amelia, he was on house arrest with Judge Asterius. While discussing
religion and faith with the Judge, Valentine pledged the validity of Jesus. The judge
immediately put Valentine and his faith to the test. St. Valentine was presented with the
judge’s blind daughter and told to restore her sight. If he succeeded, the judge vowed to do anything for Valentine.
Placing his hands onto her eyes, Valentine restored the child’s vision.
St. Valentine was later arrested again for continuing to try to convert people to Christianity. He refused to renounce
his faith and Christianity and was executed outside the Flaminian Gate on February 14, 269. He is considered the
Patron Saint of Love, Young People and Happy Marriages.

St. Juliana of Cumae - Feast Day February 16
Saint Juliana was the daughter of pagan parents, who were illustrious princes of
Nicomedia when Diocletian ruled (286–305 A.D.). A Christian virgin of Cumae, Italy,
martyred for the faith when she refused to marry a Roman prefect. She suffered terrible
ordeals and was finally beheaded. One tradition reports that Juliana actually suffered
martyrdom at Nicomedia and that her relics were transferred to Cumae. She is depicted
in liturgical art as surrounded by flames, or binding the devil.
She was popular in the Middle Ages, especially in the Netherlands, as the patron saint of
sickness.

FEBRUARY
PRAYER INTENTIONS

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS:
Universal: That we may take good care of creation - a gift freely given-cultivation
and protectiong it for future generations.
Evangelization: That opportunities may increase for dialogue andencounter between
the Christian faith and the peoples of Asia.
BISHOP’S PRAYER INTENTION:
General: That the issues of the environment would be addressed using the principles
enunciated by Pope Francis in Laudato Si’.

FROM YOUR EDITOR

Dear Sisters in Christ -Here we are at the start of Lent already. The coming six weeks gives us opportunities to get involved in many service projects that the DCCW promotes and supports
- the diocesan project - Grace Place School -, the San Lucas Valentine “Mission of
Love” project, collections for local Food Shelves, etc. Do what you can in your
parish. Remember, every little bit helps - it’s not how much but what you do with
love for all of God’s children.
Please share this newsletter with the women in your parish.
My wishes and prayers go to all of you for a Good Lent - it is the time for penance,
prayer and fasting. I continue to ask you to include me in your prayers as I continue
to deal with medical challenges. Thank you for all that you do!
Donna Sanders
NUDCCW Newsletter Editor

“The Lord measures out perfection neither by the
multitude nor the magnitude of our deeds, but by the
manner in which we perform them.”
-St. John of the Cross

