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“IT WILL BE A HOLY YEAR OF MERCY.”
POPE FRANCIS

The Holy Year of Mercy
On March 13, 2015, Pope Francis declared an Extraordinary Jubilee. It will be a
Holy Year of Mercy. This Holy Year will commence on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception (December 8, 2015) and will conclude on the Solemnity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (November 20, 2016). The theme of
the Holy Year is: “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (cf. Lk 6:36).
The first thing that I called to mind after hearing of Pope Francis’ announcement
was the landmark encyclical of St. John Paul II Rich in Mercy, which he issued on
November 30, 1980. As I thought a little more, I realized how important it is that
we all know what mercy is. What is the definition of mercy? How can we give and
receive mercy if we do not know what it is?
I recalled how beautifully St. John Paul described mercy in his encyclical. The saintly pontiff writes: “…mercy
is manifested in its true and proper aspect when it restores to value, promotes and draws good from all the
forms of evil existing in the world and in man. Understood in this way, mercy constitutes the fundamental
content of the messianic message of Christ and the constitutive power of His mission” (Rich in Mercy, no. 6).
So, mercy is the drawing of good from all forms of evil in the world. Furthermore, mercy is not only praiseworthy,
but it is fundamental to the mission of Christ and His disciples.
How does Jesus show mercy in the Gospels? How does He draw good from evil? The primary way that Jesus
shows mercy is His death on the cross. What is the evil of the cross? It is the crucifixion of the God-man,
Jesus Christ, by His creatures. Since Jesus is God, the crucifixion is deicide. It is the putting to death of God.
This is the worst evil that there is.
What is the good that Jesus draws from the greatest of evils? He draws the good of our salvation. Salvation
is the greatest possible good for us. Salvation, confirmed by Jesus’ resurrection, is what Adam and Eve lost in
the Garden of Eden through their sin. Salvation is what Christ makes possible for human beings, taking away
original sin and all personal sin.
By their sin, our first parents lost God’s life for all of their descendants. Salvation restores God’s life to the
human soul. Salvation means that God and human beings are friends once more. The Glossary of the Catechism
of the Catholic Church defines salvation as: “The forgiveness of sins and restoration of friendship with God,
which can be done by God alone.”
It is no surprise that during the Holy Year of Mercy Pope Francis is stressing the celebration of the Sacrament
of Penance or Confession. The power to forgive sins in the sacrament comes from the death and resurrection
of Jesus. Confession is an expression of the mercy of Jesus for us. Confession is the Sacrament of God’s
mercy. In the Confessional, from the evil of our sins, Jesus draws the good of the forgiveness of sins. In the
confession of sins, we receive and experience the mercy of God, His loving touch, His bountiful gift of salvation.
The priest says after the words of absolution: “The Lord has freed you from your sins. Go in peace.”
Pope Francis encourages us: “Let us place the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the center once more in such a
way that it will enable people to touch the grandeur of God’s mercy with their own hands. For every penitent,
it will be a source of true interior peace (Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, #17).
For more information on the Year of Mercy and how it will be celebrated in the Diocese of New Ulm, please see
the diocesan Web page (http://www.dnu.org/year-of-mercy/).

The Most Reverend John M. LeVoir
Bishop of New Ulm
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From the desk of the President
Dear Sisters in Christ,
Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.” John 8:12
With winter upon us, the days have been long, with less sun light. As each new day
arrives, we will have more sunlight. Jesus is the light which enlightens our minds, and
we are all His children! Now is the time to live as children of the light.
The Council of Catholic Women has numerous resources to help guide us in sharing the
light of Christ. They include the Spiritual Adoption Program, We Are Called to Witness,
Women Healing the Wounds, the new Prayer Collection, Ask the Parliamentarian, Protocol
Points and the newest NCCW Program called Media: What is the Message?
You can go to the National Council of Catholic Women website at nccw.org to read all of Media: What is the Message?
You can download it for free! It is filled with articles, important information, and prayers for your councils to use.
The topics covered in Media: What is the Message? are: 1. The Message of the Church. 2. The Internet: Tablets and
Computers. 3. The Media’s harmful Effects, Pornography Addiction and Recovery. 4. Cell/Smart Phones. 5. Television,
Videos, and Movies. 6. Print Media: Newspapers, Magazines and Books. 7. Billboards and Advertising.
As stated in the section on The Message of the Church, the use of media involves moral choices. One action covered is
‘Talk to Each Other’: “People are more important than things. Media usage should help build family’s community of
faith as one source that can lead family members out of themselves and toward each other. Ask yourselves whether
your family’s way of using media isolates family members instead. How can your media usage improve family
communication and enrich your conversation? Look for ways to balance media involvement with other family activities.”
(Media: What is the Message? Section 1, P. 8)
Action Points from Media: What is the Message? which can be acted upon in our councils are:
Print the Media: What is the Message? program from the NCCW website & refer to it at meetings & publicize it.
Use the USCCB website (usccb.org) for information on media.
Distribute Media: What is the Message? brochures in parishes & at Council meetings.
Publish awareness articles in parish bulletins referencing the websites cited.
Organize workshops & presentations by guest speakers on the topic of media for use at meetings.
For our Spanish speaking sisters, two programs are now available in Spanish. They are: ‘We Are Called to Witness’ and
‘Women Healing the Wounds’. Both are available to download free at nccw.org and can be found under the Commission
tab.
In the Fall NUDCCW Newsletter I mentioned developing a business card with all of the upcoming year’s monthly
activities for your Parish CCW included on the business card. Have you done this? I would love to hear from you if you
have. (janmnoyes@yahoo.com) The Fall NUDCCW Newsletter can be found on our website at nudccw.org under the
Newsletter heading.
Spring will soon be here and so will the Region Spring Gatherings! Please plan to attend. If you cannot attend the
gathering held in your region you are welcome and invited to attend any other gathering. The dates and locations are
listed in the back of this newsletter. The Region Boards, led by their respective presidents, work hard to plan your Spring
Gatherings. I encourage you to attend to renew old friendships and to make new ones!
The 57th Annual NUDCCW Convention will be held on Saturday, April 23 at St. Edward’s in Minneota. I would love to see
and meet each and every one of you there. The theme for the convention is “I Have Made You a Light.” A spiritually
uplifting and enriching day is being planned for you, including Keynote speaker Sheri Wohlfert. You can read more
about Sheri on another page in this issue. Registration information will be sent to parish presidents and will be in your
bulletins.
Start being a ‘light for others’ by inviting three women to attend the convention with you. Jesus, the Light of the World,
is calling each of us to share his light with other women. There is nothing more important in this world than coming
to know, love and serve Jesus Christ. Perhaps a woman you invite will come to know Jesus better through some
information she picks up at one of the booths, through the Mass or homily, the speaker’s presentation or the words of
another woman at the convention. Please make those personal invitations! Jesus is counting on you!
I look forward to seeing you at the Spring Gatherings as well as our Diocesan Convention. May God and Our Lady of
Good Counsel be with you.
Jan Noyes
NUDCCW President

“Live as children born of the light. Light produces every kind of goodness and justice and truth.” Eph 5:8-9
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Spiritual Advisor’s Message
Pastoral planning has been a part of my life as a priest in the New Ulm Diocese almost from
the day of my ordination. I hardly remember a time when we as a diocese have not been
trying to reflect on how we can minister and serve the diocese as priests with the challenges
before us: less priests, dwindling numbers of people in our parishes as well as declining
active participation on the part of many of our fellow Catholics in the life of the Church.
Many of you have been through these studies and discussion for as many years as I have.
You have been involved in these plans and discussions because of your love for the Church.
Some of you have experienced frustration and even pain because of some of the decisions
that have been made through these listening sessions with the ultimate realization that
things are changing and we are called to accept that situation.
We all have been born into the Church in our local diocese and specifically in our local parishes. In our parishes we
have been baptized, confirmed, praised God and nourished in the Eucharist, reconciled, anointed, married, ordained
and celebrated more funerals then we wish to remember. Our parish communities have been places of growth in the
faith and growth in union with each other. Our parishes are great gifts to the Church, but we all know the rural area
of Minnesota in which we live is changing. Many of our towns are declining in population and many of our parish
populations are also declining. These are hard facts to accept, because they affect us deeply even to a whole different
way of life.
We are unable to stop this kind of change any more than we can stop growing old. All we can do is reflect on how we
are going to react to it and most of all discern God’s will in it. The very essence of the Church comes from the will of
God and will never change or be overcome, but certain aspects are called to reform. In a sense, the Church is always
in the process of reform.
We are now in the process of discussing, meditating on and praying about the implementation of the Fourth Plan for
Parishes. It is a thoughtful and thorough document that helps us understand ourselves as followers of Jesus as Priest,
Prophet and King.
The challenges I mentioned in the first paragraph are before us with renewed intensity. With a deep faith and love of
the Church we can and will work though these challenges and indeed because of sacrifice grow into stronger disciples
of Jesus.
I ask all members of the New Ulm Council of Catholic Women to be examples of women of faith and women who will
lead others to being loving sisters of Christ and faithful daughters of the Church. With the love of Jesus and with a
heart open to the Spirit we will come through these days of trial and even be stronger. As Mass times change and
boundaries of parishes shift may we always remain focused on Jesus and His love for us who comprise His Bride the
Church. Let us never stop praying for the Bishop, the Priests, the Religious Sisters and for all our sisters in CCW. May
God guide us and may we humbly follow Him uniting ourselves more and more to Him and may that union produce in
us a great inner peace and joy with a renewed flourishing of the Church in the Diocese of New Ulm.

Msgr. Eugene L. Lozinski
NUDCCW Spiritual Advisor

Prayer For Vocations
Lord, God, we praise and bless your holy name.
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We ask that you give the Church of New Ulm holy priests, dedicated women
and men religious, selfless deacons and zealous missionaries.
Inspire in the hearts of our youth a spirit of generosity to commit their lives
to the message and ministry of Jesus, Your Son.
We ask all this through Him who lives and reigns as our Lord,
forever and ever. Amen
Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.

From the Editor
The Holy Year of Mercy has begun. This issue of our newsletter includes lots of details about this special year.
Please share all of the information in this newsletter with the women in your parish. Better yet, use some of the
ideas given in the CCW work in your parish.
We are trying something new this time, this newsletter will also be sent to you via email so it will be easy for you
to share with the women in your parish —— THAT IS – if we have an email address for you or someone in your
parish. The newsletter will also be located on our website: www.nudccw.org Please make sure you check our
website often because it does have lots of useful information.
Again, if you have any comments or any questions for anyone on the board and you don’t know who to ask,
please feel free to address them to me and I will forward to the appropriate person to respond to you.
We are Catholic Women United in Prayer, Study, & Service.
Editor:

Donna Sanders
115 Northwood Drive
Cottonwood, MN 56229
(507) 423-5140
donnamaesanders@gmail.com

Design: Lisa Caron
18948 Nature Lane
Eden Prairie, MN 55346
lisamaec@gmail.com

SPIRITUALITY
Commission
By Marianne Schotzko

As we begin another calendar year, and try to pattern our life around the love that Jesus showed all of us, we need to
prioritize what can be accomplished. Our world is changing fast, and we are often caught in a whirlwind of activity,
leaving little time for prayer. How often we turn to God in times of need, but do we talk to God on a daily basis? He
is our friend, the BEST friend we can ever have. Greet each day by saying “Good Morning” to God. Offer up your actions
of the day to God. Thank him for allowing you to have one more day on earth to interact with family and friends. Try to
take some time to reflect on the readings of our Masses. What do they mean to us in our daily life? You may be
surprised that the whole tone of the day becomes a little calmer because you have taken the time to share your
thoughts with God.
Pope Francis’s visit to the United States in 2015 brought much positive media attention. He is doing great work in
attempting to heal old wounds. His universal monthly intention for the month of January is “That sincere dialogue
among men and women of different faiths may produce the fruits of peace and justice”.
This will take prayer, lots of prayer, and we may have to examine our own prejudices and remind ourselves that change
begins with ourselves. We need to be accepting of all of God’s people. January 17 to 23 is a special week in which we
are asked to Pray for Christian Unity.
National Vocations Awareness Week is January 3-9. Our Diocese, as well as the entire Catholic Church is in desperate
need of more priests and religious. Prayers are in order, but we also need to show our young people that these
vocations are the highest honor they can achieve. Sometimes actions do speak louder than words. Making sure to pray
for our priests on a daily basis and supporting our parish priests is of the greatest importance.
Evangelization is always important. We need to be proud of our faith. Do we pray before and after meals when we are
in a public restaurant? Does our home have any religious articles to remind our family and our visitors that we love
and honor God? Do our everyday words and actions honor our God? Do we uphold moral standards and turn off
television shows that are detrimental to society? How about even writing a letter or contacting the television stations
that some of these programs are offensive to family values?
Lent will begin on February 10th. Use these days to do something special for your family. Take TIME to enjoy one
another. It is also a good time to offer a helping hand to the less fortunate. Take a meal to a family that may be going
through a difficulty or even celebrating something special. Pray with, and for that individual or family. God will reward
you.
“God has given you all the light you need to know His will. He has given you all the grace you need to do His will.”
(anonymous)
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Region CCW Spring Gatherings
Women of all ages are invited to attend. The evening will begin with Registration at 5:30 pm, Mass at 6:00 pm
followed by a light supper and speaker. Write the date on your calendar, encourage the women in your parish to
attend. Too often we put everything in our lives ahead of spending some time for our own faith growth. This is
your chance to attend Mass with other women in your Region.
For more information, watch for posters that give more details for your region’s event.
The following are the dates and locations of the six Region Spring Gatherings.

Region One
Region Two
Region Three
Region Four
Region Five
Region Six

Tuesday, March 8, 2016
Thursday, March 10, 2016
Thursday, March 3, 2016
Tuesday, April 5, 2016
Monday, March 14, 2016
Saturday, March 5, 2016

LEGISLATION
Advocacy
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St. Mary, Arlington
St. Paul, Comfrey
St. Clotilde, Green Valley
Holy Rosary, Graceville
St. Wilibord, Gibbon
St. John, Darwin

By Dorothy Vandendriessche

Am I an advocate? Are you an advocate? Oxford Dictionary defines advocacy as “public support for or
recommendation of a particular cause of policy”. The English dictionary defines advocacy as “active support,
esp of a cause”. What causes do I advocate? How can I advocate for legislation which supports my Catholic
beliefs? Does my advocacy influence my neighbors, friends, government or country?
A partial definition of Catholic Social Teaching taken from Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions
states that “Catholic social teaching is based on and inseparable from our understanding of human life and
human dignity. Every human being is created in the image of God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, and therefore
is invaluable and worthy of respect as a member of the human family”.
We as Catholics are called to promote our understanding of Catholic Social Teaching. Am I advocating for
legislation which promotes human life and dignity? If I feel called to be more active in social issues, what are
some sources of information? A great source for legislative Action Alerts is: USCCB www.usccb.org, Minnesota
Catholic Conference (Catholic Advocacy Network). A valuable website for locating the persons representing
us in the U.S. Congress is: http://www.contactingthecongress.org. The member’s phone number and webpage
information is available.
I have requested Action Alerts to be sent to me from USCCB and numerous other websites. I often email my
concerns and encourage our congress members to vote for particular bills. Sometimes I call them instead. As
Legislation coordinator, I have emailed Action Alerts to NUDCCW Board members and hope they are being
forwarded to members.
Our world today is challenged by numerous negative influences attacking human dignity and family., but we as
an individual can and do make a difference. A CatholicVote article reporting on voting results stated,
“When citizens and candidates have the courage to fight for what is good and decent — Americans agree.
And we win”.
A recent article by Bread For The World commending citizens for faithful advocacy in passing two bills
states, “One thing is clear: constituent advocacy made all the difference. Thank you!”
Thank you to each of you as you advocate for all issues concerning human life and human dignity.

